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Objective of Forum 

To discuss openly the growing problem of illegal trade in the region and ensure constant and sustained dialogue with all the involved parties in the industry, 

in order to discus: 

 Main issues and challenges in protecting Intellectual Property Rights. 

 The general impact of illegal trade and counterfeit on companies, society and consumers. 

 Initiatives taken by each organization and authority to combat illegal trade and IPR infringement.   

 Suggestions on how to unify efforts and combat this issue more effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Synopsis of key discussion points and proposed actions 

 

 

No Issues Discussed Proposed Action & Feedback 

1 Awareness  
It was discussed that there is a need for more communication among all 
parties involved to increase the awareness about the importance of 
protecting IPR and the consequences of being involved in illegal trade or 
participating in purchasing counterfeit products, as in some cases counterfeit 
products can cause death.  
 
Also it was suggested that all involved parties should communicate their 
actions taken in this matter more transparently.   
 

 
 
All parties involved agreed to the need to 
increase the level of awareness along with the 
media companies cooperation. 

2 Punishment 
BPG suggested that the punishment to people who are directly involved in 
counterfeit and illegal trade should be increased to match the penalties and 
punishments imposed on people dealing in drugs.      
 

 
Dubai Economic Department confirmed that 
strict punishments on parties involved in trading 
in counterfeit products and are constantly 
reviewing the processes and punishments for the 
benefit of the business and community.    

3 Ease of Business 
Protecting IPR is an important issue, however when implementing any new 
policies or procedures it is important to ensure that these changes do not 
affect the ease of business in the country.   
 

 
All involved parties will work together to ensure 
the ease of business in Dubai and the UAE does 
not get affected for any reason while protecting 
IP rights for all registered brands and companies. 

4 Cargo Inspection 
Some members suggested that Customs should increase the ratio of cargo 
inspection and at the time of capturing any cargo with counterfeit products it 
is advisable to trace the money trail rather than simply destroying the cargo.     
 
 

 
Dubai Customs has one of the highest cargo 
inspection ratios in order to ensure that the items 
entering the country are authentic, safe, legal 
and meet the country rules and regulations. 


