
Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products

Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit
products passing through its ports, an expert warned. "The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million
containers per year. With the legitimate products there are illegitimate products also,Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners
Protection Group(BPG) and head of the legal department at Nestle Middle East,said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual
Property Forum held in Dubai yesterday in partnership with the Dubai Economic Council. He said Dubai is a pioneer in the
administrative process through a body called the Dubai Customs Intellectual Property Rights Administration.
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Conference for Consuper rights discusses danger of fake products

The Dubai World Conference for Consumer Rights wrapped up yesterday in the World Trade Centre. The closing day sessions
have discussed the danger of fake products. Among key speakers in the sessions were Director of trademarks protection in
Nike, Director of trademarks protection in General Motors and others. Mohammed Lootah, Deputy CEO of The Commercial
Compliance and Consumer Protection, Department of Economic Development said the department benefits from expertise of
foreign states in consumer protection.
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UAE's host for international trademarks increase fake products

The tendency of international trademarks to establish branches in the UAE increased potentials of being targeted by those who
infringe intellectual property rights. CBRE's annual survey mapped the global footprint of 323 of the world's top retailers across
73 countries to identify trends in global retail expansion at national and local level. The survey found that Dubai attracts 82
percent of luxurious international retail brands, only one rank behind Hong Kong, which came in the first place with 84 percent.
Omar Shteiwi Chairman of the Brand Owners' Protection Group Nestlé has stressed the importance of increasing cooperation
between the private and government sectors to protect intellectual property rights.
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products  coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products

Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit
products passing through its ports, an expert warned. "The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million
containers per year. With the legitimate products there are illegitimate products also,Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners
Protection Group(BPG) and head of the legal department at Nestle Middle East,said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual
Property Forum held in Dubai yesterday in partnership with the Dubai Economic Council. He said Dubai is a pioneer in the
administrative process through a body called the Dubai Customs Intellectual Property Rights Administration.
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First Intellectual Property Forum to kick start tomorrow

The Organizing Committed of the First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region ,and which will debut in
Dubai tomorrow at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai , has completed all preparations to host the event . The event will mainly
focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related issues to attract investments and enhance the
business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business community, dignitaries, and representatives of
governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand
Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council (DEC), aims to provide an interactive
platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in various sectors, to drive strategic
dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event seeks to raise awareness among
the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs protection, particularly the protection
of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms. Official from Nestle Middle East will deliver
keynote at the Forum .
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First Intellectual Property Forum" debuts in Dubai

The First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region will debut in Dubai from 11-12 December 2013 at the
Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai. The event will mainly focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related
issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business
community, dignitaries, and representatives of governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of
IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council
(DEC), aims to provide an interactive platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in
various sectors, to drive strategic dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event
seeks to raise awareness among the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs
protection, particularly the protection of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms.
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"First Intellectual Property Forum" debuts in Dubai 11-12 December 2013

The First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region will debut in Dubai from 11-12 December 2013 at the
Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai. The event will mainly focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related
issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business
community, dignitaries, and representatives of governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of
IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council
(DEC), aims to provide an interactive platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in
various sectors, to drive strategic dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event
seeks to raise awareness among the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs
protection, particularly the protection of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms.
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UAE's host for international trademarks increase fake products

The tendency of international trademarks to establish branches in the UAE increased potentials of being targeted by those who
infringe intellectual property rights. CBRE's annual survey mapped the global footprint of 323 of the world's top retailers across
73 countries to identify trends in global retail expansion at national and local level. The survey found that Dubai attracts 82
percent of luxurious international retail brands, only one rank behind Hong Kong, which came in the first place with 84 percent.
Omar Shteiwi Chairman of the Brand Owners' Protection Group Nestlé has stressed the importance of increasing cooperation
between the private and government sectors to protect intellectual property rights.
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products  coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products

Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit
products passing through its ports, an expert warned. "The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million
containers per year. With the legitimate products there are illegitimate products also,Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners
Protection Group(BPG) and head of the legal department at Nestle Middle East,said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual
Property Forum held in Dubai yesterday in partnership with the Dubai Economic Council. He said Dubai is a pioneer in the
administrative process through a body called the Dubai Customs Intellectual Property Rights Administration.
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Dubai must clean up "fake goods" reputation

Dubai must work to clean up its reputation as one of the world’s worst contributors to the multi-billion dollar counterfeit goods
industry, a local expert has warned ahead of a two-day forum to discuss the “serious” issue. The emirate’s position as an
international trading thoroughfare had made it a major source of fake goods to places such as Europe, where the European
Union considers Dubai to be its second largest “supplier” of counterfeit products behind China. Brand Owners’ Protection Group
chairman Omar Shteiwi said while the goods were not manufactured in Dubai, the emirate had a responsibility to identify and
intercept such items when they travelled through its ports. The Brand Owners’ Protection Group and Dubai Economic Council
will host the two-day forum on Wednesday and Thursday, with participants including businesses, stakeholders and industry
experts from Asia, the Middle East, US and Europe.
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China's energy consumption to double by 2040

China has the most impressing record of sustained economic growth in the history, averaging more than 10 percent growth
every year over the last three decades, showing an impressive resilience. Trend growth was unaffected by the 1997 Asian
financial crisis or the 2008 great financial crisis. Since 1980, roughly the period in which market reforms started, its economy has
grown twenty-seven fold from $300 billion to more than $8 trillion. The rapid industrialization process has multiplied the energy
needs. Since 2000, total consumption more than tripled from 36 quadrillion Btu (British thermal units, the energy indicator used
to compare across different energy sources) to 115 quadrillion in 2012. In 2011 China overtook the United States as the world’s
leading energy consumer. BP expects current consumption to double by 2040. This growth is taking place across all energy
sources. In the 30 years running to 2012, oil consumption grew from 1.7 million bpd to 10.2 million, natural gas from 380 billion
cubic feet per year to 5.2 trillion, and coal from 727 million short tons per year to 4 trillion, Kuwait-based Asiya Investments, an
Asia-focused investment company, said Sunday in its analysis on China energy needs. Expectations about the future of China
are also high. According to Oxford Economics, China is expected to grow on average 7 percent during the next decade and then
6.5 percent in the following 10 years. This would make China, again, the fastest growing country among the largest economies,
expanding twice as fast as the world average of 3.6 percent. Future growth will probably be lower than that due to the structural
transformation that the country is going through. However, even a level of growth 20 percent or 30 percent below the current
consensus call involves a large positive differential with the rest of the world and massive additional energy needs. The US
Energy Information Administration estimates that, assuming a world average growth of 3.6 percent per annum, world energy use
will grow by 56 percent between 2010 and 2040 and half of the increase is attributed to China and India. The EIA expects the
country to rely massively on coal and oil to cover around 80 percent of its energy needs in the next two decades. Renewable
and nuclear will slightly increase their share, but oil is expected to lose only a small fraction of its weight in the energy mix. In
absolute terms, Chinese demand is expected to grow faster than that of all other large economies. China will therefore have to
rely mostly on imported oil to fuel growth, and most of that growth will have to be served by Middle East oil.
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Investment in oil industry is the only strategic choice

Investing in oil industry is a very difficult decision, wrote columnist Dr. Sulaiman Saleh Al Khattaf. He said that investing in oil
industry costs billions of dollars and it should be preceded by intensive studies. He indicated that despite the nature of oil
industry investment, it remains the main and only strategic choice. He cited BP outlook regarding global oil consumption saying
that the global oil consumption is expected to reach 104 million barrels by 2035.
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Investment expansion makes Aramco on top of refining industry in ME

Saudi Aramco Company topped Middle East companies in terms of refining production capacity. With daily production of 2.5
million barrels per day, Aramco came in the first position among Middle East company and fifth position among world
companies, according to a recently-published report. According to the report, the biggest five companies in Asia are Sinopec,
PetroChina, ExxonMobil, Nippon and Indian National Oil Company. Regarding the world companies order in terms of refining
capacity, the first position was taken by ExxonMobil Company, followed by Shell, Sinopec, British Petroleum (BP) and Saudi
Aramco Company.
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Investment expansion makes "Aramco" on top of ME refining industry

Saudi Aramco Company topped Middle East companies in terms of refining production capacity. With daily production of 2.5
million barrels per day, Aramco came in the first position among Middle East company and fifth position among world
companies, according to a recently-published report. According to the report, the biggest five companies in Asia are Sinopec,
PetroChina, ExxonMobil, Nippon and Indian National Oil Company. Regarding the world companies order in terms of refining
capacity, the first position was taken by ExxonMobil Company, followed by Shell, Sinopec, British Petroleum (BP) and Saudi
Aramco Company.

Related Keywords: Brand Owners Protection Group

Locator Publication Date: Sun, Dec 29 2013 Publication Name: Al Yaum

Region: Saudi Arabia Section: front page

Language: Arabic Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 1

Ad Value: $1,200 Circulation 126,000

PR Value: $4,199 Opp. To See: 252,000



Egypt to pay $1bn to foreign oil firms

Egypt’s central bank has delivered $1 billion to the Ministry of Petroleum to repay on Monday part of the state’s debt to foreign
oil companies, the central bank governor said on Sunday. Financial disclosures by firms including BP, BG Group , Edison SpA
and TransGlobe Energy show Egypt owed them more than $5.2 billion at the end of 2012.
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Egypt stocks rise to 35-month high

Egyptian shares rose, lifting the main index to a 35-month high, after the finance minister announced plans for a second
economic stimulus package worth around 30 billion Egyptian pounds ($4.4 billion). Oman’s market gained 0.5 percent,
outperforming most of the Gulf. On Monday, BP announced it would drill some 300 wells for gas under the Omani desert over
the next 15 years in a $16 billion project that may give a significant boost to the economy, which is about $80 billion in size.
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Saudi stocks head for its best year

The overall Saudi market stayed quiet Tuesday, with the stock benchmark Tadawul All Share Index gaining 0.32 percent to
close at 8,412.32 points, a five-year high. The market is up 23.7 percent year-to-date, heading for its best year since 2009. In
Abu Dhabi, banking shares that lagged the recent leg up by Dubai’s bourse played catch-up. The Abu Dhabi index climbed 1.3
percent to its highest level since September 2008; Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank rose 5.6 percent. Oman’s market gained 0.5
percent, outperforming most of the Gulf. On Monday, BP announced it would drill some 300 wells for gas under the Omani
desert over the next 15 years in a $16 billion project that may give a significant boost to the economy, which is about $80 billion
in size. Dubai index climbed 0.3 percent to 3,144 points.
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BP signs $16b agreement to develop gas field in Oman

BP will drill some 300 wells to flush gas trapped deep under the Omani desert over the next 15 years in a $16-billion (£9.8
billion) project that Oman is relying on to keep its economy growing. The Khazzan tight gas project, which aims to extract around
one billion cubic feet (bcf) per day of gas from sandstone at depths of up to 4,500 meters in central Oman, is a showcase for
BP's tight gas extraction technology. "Today's signing is an important step in the Sultanate of Oman's plans to meet growing
demand for energy over the coming decades and to contribute to economic development in Oman," the country's oil and gas
minister, Mohammed Al Rumhy, said in a statement after the signing in Muscat.
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BP sign deal to develop $16bn Oman shale gas project

BP has signed 30-year gas production sharing and sales deals to develop Oman's Khazzan tight gas project at an estimated
investment of $16 billion, the UK energy giant and Omani government announced on Monday. The Khazzan gas project, which
aims to extract around one billion cubic feet (bcf) per day of gas from deep under central Oman, is a showcase for BP’s tight gas
extraction technology and its success is vital for Oman's economy. BP has already spent hundreds of millions of dollars on the
project since winning the concession in 2007. It expects total investment of around $16 billion, equivalent to about a fifth of
Oman's annual economic output, and hopes to extract enough fuel to meet around a third of Oman's current domestic gas
needs. "We are very pleased to be going ahead with this major project, which is very important for both Oman and for BP," BP
Chief Executive Bob Dudley said in the joint statement.
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Fine for importing fake goods to increase 100-fold to $272,261

Fines for importing fake goods into GCC countries will increase to the equivalent of AED1m ($272.261m) from next year under a
new GCC-wide trademark law. Director of the Trademarks Department at the UAE Ministry of Economy, Fateema Al Hosani,
told Arabian Business the legislation was due to come into effect in early 2014 and would help combat the multi-billion dollar
counterfeit industry. With more than 13m containers passing through Jebel Ali Port each year, mostly from east to west, Dubai in
particular is a major thoroughfare for fake goods including clothes, pharmaceuticals, electronics, watches and handbags,
although it is not recognised as a significant manufacturer of such items. Brand Owners’ Protection Group chairman Omar
Shteiwi said while the goods were not manufactured in Dubai, the emirate had a responsibility to identify and intercept such
items when they travelled through its ports.
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Intellectual Property Forum eyes fair and safe trade

The Dubai Economic Council (DEC) and the Brand Owners Protection Group (BOPG) held their First Intellectual Property Forum
in Dubai from December 11 to 13, 2013, which was concluded recently. The two-day event focused mainly on protection of
intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation, public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and
enhance the business environment.
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Intellectual Property Forum calls for applying Gulf unified law of brands

The Dubai Economic Council (DEC) and the Brand Owners Protection Group (BOPG) held their First Intellectual Property Forum
in Dubai from December 11 to 13, 2013, which was concluded recently. The two-day event focused mainly on protection of
intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation, public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and
enhance the business environment.
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DEC, BOPG organise first Intellectual Property Forum

The Dubai Economic Council (DEC) and the Brand Owners Protection Group (BOPG) held their First Intellectual Property Forum
in Dubai from December 11 to 13, 2013. The forum was officially opened by Eng. Mohammed Ahmed Bin Abdul Aziz Al Shihi,
General Undersecretary of the UAE Ministry of Economy. The forum slogan was “Towards Fair and Safe Trade”.  The forum is
anxiously awaiting the implementation of the GCC Unified Trademarks Law and looking towards harmonising practice of the
GCC Trademarks Offices.

Related Keywords: Brand Owners Protection Group

Locator Publication Date: Fri, Dec 13 2013 Publication Name: The Gulf Today

Region: United Arab Emirates Section: Business

Language: English Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 2

Ad Value: $517 Circulation 46,200

PR Value: $1,811 Opp. To See: 92,400



Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products

Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit
products passing through its ports, an expert warned. "The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million
containers per year. With the legitimate products there are illegitimate products also,Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners
Protection Group(BPG) and head of the legal department at Nestle Middle East,said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual
Property Forum held in Dubai yesterday in partnership with the Dubai Economic Council. He said Dubai is a pioneer in the
administrative process through a body called the Dubai Customs Intellectual Property Rights Administration.
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Dubai must clean up "fake goods" reputation

Dubai must work to clean up its reputation as one of the world’s worst contributors to the multi-billion dollar counterfeit goods
industry, a local expert has warned ahead of a two-day forum to discuss the “serious” issue. The emirate’s position as an
international trading thoroughfare had made it a major source of fake goods to places such as Europe, where the European
Union considers Dubai to be its second largest “supplier” of counterfeit products behind China. Brand Owners’ Protection Group
chairman Omar Shteiwi said while the goods were not manufactured in Dubai, the emirate had a responsibility to identify and
intercept such items when they travelled through its ports. The Brand Owners’ Protection Group and Dubai Economic Council
will host the two-day forum on Wednesday and Thursday, with participants including businesses, stakeholders and industry
experts from Asia, the Middle East, US and Europe.
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Kingdom's oil, gas projects down to $4.2bn

The pace of awarding process for oil and gas projects in Saudi Arabia, the biggest GCC project market, declined to reach $4.2
billion (SR15.75 billion) in the first 10 months of the current year, local media said quoting a specialized report. The Gulf Region
holds enormous oil and reserves reaching 493 billion barrels, or 29.8 percent of world's reserves, the media said quoting a
report released by the British Petroleum (BP).
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Energy industry urged to invest in human capital

Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, urged the global energy community to continue investing in its human capital during his
opening address on day two of the Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC), the region’s biggest
gas and oil event that concludes on Nov.13. Stressing the solid and long-standing relationship between the UAE and the UK in
the field of oil and gas, Prince Andrew highlighted the growing importance of platforms for energy dialogue, and ADIPEC’s
unique ability to work across the global energy spectrum. An advocate for a diversified energy mix, much of the Duke of York’s
address focused on the importance of investing in the future through the cultivation of human capital. The Duke of York toured
the exhibition floor visiting energy exhibitors including Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), Shell, British Petroleum (BP),
Abu Dhabi National Energy Company PJSC (TAQA), as well as the Scottish and UK pavilions before attending a UK business
reception at the Petroleum Club. ADIPEC 2013 is organized under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, and supported by ADNOC, the Ministry of Energy and Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
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Mohammed bin Zayed receives oil and gas leaders participating at ADIPEC

General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces assured that the UAE leadership is paying a great attention to securing oil and gas supplies. This came during a
meeting held by Sheikh Mohammed with oil companies executives who are participating in the Abu Dhabi International
Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC). UAE energy minister, and top executives from Total, Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC), British Petroleum (BP) and ExxonMobil attended the meeting.
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Maintaining spare capacity relevant?

Oil markets are faced with a riddle -- confounding the pundits. Markets are resilient -- despite the output boom in North America
and elsewhere. Why so is an intriguing question and needs to be answered -- for the continued market stability -- and in full.
OPEC's spare oil production capacity will likely rise to over 6 million b/d by 2015, the highest since the late 1980s, as fast
growing volumes of unconventional oil from non-OPEC producers lowers the need for OPEC's crude, BP said earlier this year.
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Shareholder power dominates big oil results

Oil industry shareholders sick of poor returns and worried that company bosses will waste cash on costly projects are getting
their message across, third quarter results from the industry's top players showed this week. All of the world's top investor-
controlled companies were anxious to emphasize their efforts to control spending and to play up aggressive asset sale
programs that might also finance share buybacks and dividend increases in future. The top five, Exxon Mobil, Chevron, Shell,
Total and BP have all badly underperformed the global MSCI World index this year, which is up 20.6 per cent in the year to date,
even with share buybacks already in train.
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BP sees profit drop in Q3 but raises dividend

UK oil company BP reported a 34 percent drop in third-quarter net profit, but said Wednesday it will increase its quarterly
dividend and divest another $10 billion in assets. BP blamed a drop in refining margins for the decrease in net profit to $3.5
billion in the quarter ended Sept. 30 from $5.28 billion in the same period a year earlier.
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Rosneft cuts output forecast at pivotal oil field

Rosneft has cut its output forecast for a field that is pivotal to its Asian export strategy, even as boss Igor Sechin pledges more
oil for China and seeks cash backing from Beijing to fund ambitious expansion plans and ease debt. The world's largest listed oil
company by output, Rosneft has cut the forecast for the Vankor field in East Siberia, according to a document obtained by
Reuters. The state oil major declined to comment on Vankor's future production, but said it would meet all its supply
commitments without having to divert westbound oil flows to cover the new Chinese volumes. Russian oil pipeline monopoly
Transneft and some analysts have questioned whether Rosneft has the oil to honour its long-term contracts. Output at Vankor,
which feeds in to the Eastern Siberia - Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline, will only reach 23 million tonnes (462,000 barrels per
day) in 2016, according to a forecast on a regional government web site to which access was blocked. Sechin has ramped up
supply deals with China to win market share and secure up-front payments he needs to sustain both Rosneft's ambitious
exploration plans and its net debt load of 1.85 trillion roubles ($58 billion). That borrowing was swollen by the takeover of Anglo-
Russian venture TNK-BP by Rosneft, which expects to increase oil production to 4.4 million bpd over the next seven years from
4.2 million bpd this year. That will not, however, be enough to respond to breakneck growth in Chinese imports, which analysts
Woodmac say may reach 9.2 million bpd by 2020.
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OPEC's production at right level, says UAE minister

OPEC’s crude oil production is at a suitable level for the market and there is no talk of the cartel changing output when it meets
in December, UAE Energy Minister Suhail bin Mohammed Al-Mazroui said.A senior official from Angola, a fellow member of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), later said he shared the minister’s view on OPEC’s output target of
30 million barrels per day (bpd).OPEC, which pumps more than a third of the world’s oil, meets on Dec. 4 in Vienna to decide
whether to adjust the output target.“There is no sign or something that we can tell you today to say we are increasing or
decreasing the quota,” Al-Mazroui said in an interview in the city of Daegu, about 300km southeast of South Korea’s capital and
the venue of this week’s World Energy Congress.“But what is certain is we will ensure the market is well-supplied.”The UAE,
which will bid to host the congress in 2019, produced 2.7 million to 2.8 million bpd of crude last month, Al-Mazroui said.OPEC’s
September output was the lowest since October 2011, when the group pumped 29.81 million bpd, according to Reuters surveys,
and leaves supply a mere 70,000 bpd above its output target of 30 million bpd.OPEC again lowered the forecast demand for its
crude in the fourth quarter and 2014 in a monthly report, saying that production remains higher than next year’s expected
demand despite a plunge in Iraqi and Libyan output.Asked about current oil prices, Al-Mazroui said about $100 a barrel is “fair
and sustainable” for producers and does not harm the market.Brent crude rose above $117 in August on the disruption of Libyan
supply and the prospect of US military action against Syria. In the past four weeks, it has ranged between $107 and $112 a
barrel.On the sidelines of the World Energy Congress, Angola’s vice minister for petroleum, Anibal Silva, described current
prices as “good.”Asked about the possibility of OPEC changing the output target at its December meeting, Silva said he didn’t
think so, noting the market equilibrium at present.The UAE oil minister, meanwhile, said that his country’s production capacity
will increase to 3.5 million bpd by 2017, regardless of any delay in its oil concession process. Its current licenses expire at the
start of next year.Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) expects to receive bids this month from companies hoping to run
the ADCO concession for decades to come. ADNOC sources have said that it will take three or four months to study the offers
and submit recommendations to the Supreme Petroleum Council.(Full Story)ADNOC holds a 60 percent controlling stake in
ADCO, while oil giants ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell, Total and BP, each hold 9.5 percent stakes.Al-Mazroui separately said
that construction of four nuclear reactors in the UAE is running to schedule. The plants are due to be operational in 2020 and the
UAE expects them to reduce its climate-warming carbon emissions by 12 million tons a year.The minister also insisted that there
are no safety concerns over the project, which was awarded to a South Korean consortium led by Korea Electric Power Corp.
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Shorter deals possible on Adco concession

The UAE’s biggest onshore oil concession, which is up for renewal next year, could include more generous terms in shorter-
tenure contracts for the international oil partners working with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) in the 75-year
concession, analysts at the consultancy Wood Mackenzie said yesterday.Abu Dhabi Company for Onshore Oil Operations
(Adco), in which Adnoc has a 60 per cent stake with the rest held by five international oil companies, is still attractive to
international oil companies, but should offer better terms because some of its fields are maturing, according to Richard Quin, the
head of upstream research for the Middle East and North Africa at Wood Mackenzie.Currently Adco’s partners receive about
US$1 per barrel of oil produced. BP, ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell and Total have a 9.5 per cent stake in Adco, while Partex
has a 2 per cent stake in the concession.
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Iraq fights harder for Asian oil market share

Iraq is promising sweeter payment terms to oil buyers in Asia as it aims to secure a bigger share of this core market for its
growing exports, industry sources said on Monday. Competition for customers in Asia has already deepened, with Baghdad
moving aggressively on the price front early this year. It's now going a step further, offering to extend credit to oil buyers in Asia
for a further 30 days - in effect providing two months of deferred payment, industry sources say. The main targets are energy
hungry India and China. For its part, Baghdad sees an immediate return to growth - anticipating a rise of 300,000 bpd, with the
giant southern oil field of Majnoon, run by Royal Dutch Shell, providing a big part of that. Iraq signed a series of service
contracts with major oil companies such as Shell, BP, ExxonMobil and Total at the end of 2009 to develop its oilfields, neglected
for decades due to wars and sanctions. The new southern oil will push Basra Light exports back to 2.3 million bpd, according to
Iraqi oil officials. But oil traders expect ongoing work at the southern Basra Oil Terminal to restrict Basra Light rates to around 2
million bpd this month. SOMO has meanwhile asked customers for their volume nominations for 2014 supply contracts by mid
October, with a view to finalizing talks in mid-November.
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Taqa's UK oil output rebounds to record levels after shutdown

A North Sea oil platform owned by Abu Dhabi National Energy Company, known as Taqa, is back on stream and helping the
company to record production levels, it was reported yesterday. Leaks in January and March at the Cormorant Alpha led to a
drop in production as well as a temporary shutdown of the Brent Pipeline System, which carries about 10 per cent of the United
Kingdom’s total oil production. In June it completed its acquisition of BP’s assets in the North Sea, increasing its global oil output
by a third.
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Adnoc set to upgrade exploration, output

The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, or Adnoc, seeks to constantly upgrade its exploration, production and refining
infrastructure, its director-general Abdulla Nasser Al Suwaidi said. “Crude oil output is expected to rise to 3.5 million barrels of oil
per day by 2017,” he said in an interview on the sidelines of the fourth edition of Oil &amp; Gas Year Abu Dhabi 2013, which
was launched in the capital on Tuesday evening. Abu Dhabi has the world’s seventh largest oil and gas reserves and its
hydrocarbons wealth has given it a GDP per capita of $109,000. At the Oil &amp; Gas Year Abu Dhabi 2013, Al Suwaidi, said
the emirate would not rest on its laurels. In the gas industry, Abu Dhabi was able to successfully overcome the challenges
related to developing the first unconventional sour gas field, he said. Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development,
Emirates Palace, PricewaterhouseCoopers, BP, Total, Shell are highlighted within the report.
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Shale gas changes energy map

Shale gas has started changing the world energy map. According to experts, the rules of the energy game will be changed as
per the new rules of the shale gas. A recently-released report by British Petroleum Company (BP) expects that the shale gas
boom seen in the USA will be seen in other countries in the world.
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BPG Group opens new office in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the Mena region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai on September 10th. The new office was formally opened Vikram Sakhuja, the Global
CEO of Maxus Worldwide, WPP's fastest growing media asset management company, Cohn &amp; Wolfe EMEA Managing
Director Scott Wilson WPP's Award winning PR Agency Cohn &amp; Wolfe and BPG Group CEO Avi Bhojani.
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Egypt owes foreign oil companies $6 billion: PM

Egypt is close to agreeing a schedule for repaying $6 billion in outstanding debt to foreign oil companies, Prime Minister Hazem
El-Beblawi said in a newspaper interview published on Thursday. Beblawi also told Al Masry Al Youm that reaching an
agreement would lead to a rise in investments from the companies to $15 billion within two years. Financial disclosures by firms,
including BP PLC, BG Group, Apache, Edison SpA and TransGlobe Energy, show Egypt owed them more than $5.2 billion at
the end of 2012. Hisham Ramez told the Al-Arabiya television network the money would stay in the central bank for five years. A
political crisis that began when the army overthrew president Mohamed Morsi on July 3 has hammered Egypt's economy.
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BPG Group Officially Opens New-Look Office Space in Dubai..

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai. The new contemporary looking offices are on the 4th Floor of the MAF Tower, Deira
City Centre consolidating the Group's businesses into one location to enable ever closer integration and enhanced service
delivery for its clients.
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BPG Group opens new-look office space in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the established and respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region, inaugurated
its new office space in Dubai.
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BPG Group Officially Opens New-Look Office Space in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai. The new contemporary looking offices are on the 4th Floor of the MAF Tower, Deira
City Centre consolidating the Group's businesses into one location to enable ever closer integration and enhanced service
delivery for its clients.
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British Petroleum personnel to return to Algeria soon

The personnel of Oil Company British Petroleum (BP) "will return shortly to Algeria," UK Ambassador Martyn Roper said. The
ambassador didn't fix a date for returning but he said that it will be very soon. Personnel from BP and Statoil companies left
Algeria after a terrorist attack against a gas facility owned by BP, Statoil and Sonatrach at In Amenas last January.
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Egypt: gas discovery in Delta refreshes hopes

BP Egypt announced on Saturday a significant gas discovery in Salamat well which is the first well in the North Damietta
Offshore Concession granted in February 2010 and operated by BP. “The wire longs, fluid samples and pressure data confirmed
the presence of gas and condensate in 38m net of Oligocene sands in Salamat” BP said in a statement. The deepwater
exploration well which is the deepest well in Nile Delta, was drilled using the 6th generation semi-submersible rig “Maersk
Discoverer” at water depth of 649 meters reaching a total depth of around 7000 meters.
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US sets shrimp duties on 5 countries

The US Commerce Department set final duties on billions of dollars of shrimp from four Asian countries and Ecuador to offset
foreign government subsidies, but spared major suppliers Thailand and Indonesia from the import tax.The Coalition of Shrimp
Industries, representing shrimp fishermen and processors in several southern US states, filed a petition last year asking the
federal government for import relief. The group said it was satisfied with the decision, despite the exclusion of two big exporters.
In addition, shrimp processors and fisherman hurt by the 2010 BP oil spill have received more than $118 million in
compensation for lost income and stand to receive much more as a result of a proposed settlement agreement, said Warren
Connelly of the Akin Gump law firm
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Three years in the job and BP's chief can take plaudits

In a few days Bob Dudley, BP's chief executive, will be celebrating three years in the job. How has the company fared so far
under the stewardship of the 57-year-old New Yorker? Back in the summer of 2010, you might be forgiven for thinking BP was
locked in a cycle of crises that would lead ultimately to its collapse. There were serious doubts about its ability to recover from
multiple disasters in the environmental and corporate arenas. It's worth pointing out early on that Mr Dudley appears to have
banished the atmosphere of impending doom that hung over BP back then, and made the British oil giant look like a normal
company again. One facing challenges, of course, but not one about to sink beneath the weight of these issues.
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Flimsy Defence?

Hygiene has always been a big motivator in the home care segment. Consumers are universally receptive to household
cleaning and laundry products that explicitly advertise their antibacterial benefits and, consequently, there has been increased
competition in the market. While anti-bacterial wipes have satis fied a need for speed and convenience at home, manufacturers
have also been expanding into the professional health care sector - as well as introducing new innovations, such as foaming
and eco-friendly versions of wipes. Clorox Healthcare Bleach Germicidal Wipes are said to be more trusted by hospitals than
any other bleach wipe for killing C difficile spores. They are also said to be effective against 51 microorganisms, including
norovirus and TB, in three minutes or less. The wipes market has evolved and reports suggest that household and personal
care wipes have now taken over the market as the biggest sellers. But, although their case has grown in strength, it hasn't
eroded the place of liquid bleach in the Middle East market, according to experts Ghina Marouf, manager for digital media at
BPG Maxus, which handles SC Johnson, says: "I don't think that they have replaced each other, I think that they have expanded
the usage per brand."
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Downwardly Mobile

Mobile advertising in the region will rise significantly in Q2 this year and continue into 2014. That is according to insights from
local and regional brands, and the findings of a new report Technology, Media and Telecommunications Prediction 2013 Middle
East from Deloitte Middle East, supported by The BPG Group.
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Britain doubles north England shale gas estimate

Britain doubled its estimate of shale gas resources in the north of England, renewing hopes of reducing its growing reliance on
imports, but the government said shale explorers would have to share revenues with local communities.  The latest estimate
indicates shale gas could transform the UK energy market, even though typically only 10 to 15 percent of shale gas in place is
recoverable. It compares with British consumption of 2.76 trillion cubic feet last year, according to BP. "Today's news from the
Geological Survey confirms 1,300 trillion cubic feet of (shale resources), which is double previous estimates," Chief Secretary to
the Treasury Danny Alexander told parliament.
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Britain boosts estimate of shale gas resources

Britain on Thursday boosted its estimate of shale gas resources in the north of England, renewing government hopes that new
supplies could reduce growing dependence on foreign imports. A report by the British Geological Survey (BGS) estimates there
is 1,300 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas in rocks in the so-called Bowland shale area, which could transform the country’s energy
market. Britain consumed 2.76 trillion cubic feet of gas last year, according to BP, implying that shale reserves could cover
decades of domestic gas demand if all of the gas could be extracted, which is extremely unlikely. “Today’s news from the
Geological Survey confirms 1,300 trillion cubic feet of (shale resources), which is double previous estimates,” Chief Secretary to
the Treasury Danny Alexander told parliament. Big resources, however, do not always translate into new energy supplies. Initial
excitement about Poland’s shale resources, for example, has been tempered after early drilling suggested extraction would be
tough and downgrades to initial estimates of volumes of gas in place, prompting US major Exxon Mobil Corp to quit the country.
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Sterling Parfums &amp; Musafir.com sign up BPG Maxus for media planning

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, has announced that it has signed up with Sterling Parfums,
one of the leading fragrance brands offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com “ UAE's first
premium-experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements.

Related Keywords: Brand Owners Protection Group

Locator Publication Date: Thu, Jun 27 2013 Publication Name: Arab Times

Region: Kuwait Section: LOCAL

Language: English Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 6

Ad Value: $896 Circulation 49,750

PR Value: $3,137 Opp. To See: 99,500



Sterling Parfums, Musafir.com sign up BMW maxus for media planning

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, has announced that it has signed up with Sterling Parfums, a
major fragrance brand, offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com, UAE's first premium-
experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements. The contracts came into effect immediately,
and the first media engagements have already taken off for both Sterling and Musafir.com.
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Sterling parfums &amp; Musafir.com sign up BPG Maxus for media planning, buying

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, yesterday announced that it has signed up with Sterling
Parfums, one of the leading fragrance brands offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com -
UAE's first premium-experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements.  Sterling Pafums, which
has created an enviable reputation with brands like ARMAF and ESTIARA, reiterated that the decision to sign up BPG Maxus
was aimed at enhancing awareness and visibility of its brands through media.
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BP eyes Russia’s shale oil reserves

BP Chief Executive Bob Dudley said the British major would look at direct participation in "really difficult" Russian onshore oil
ventures with Rosneft, which already has an exploration deal with ExxonMobil. Rosneft confirmed at an annual general meeting
yesterday that Dudley would have a seat on its board after BP's acquisition of a 20 percent stake earlier this year. That deal
drew objections from BP's partners in venture TNK-BP, ultimately triggering BP's exit and its tie-up with Rosneft, but ExxonMobil
had already snatched the acreage sought by BP in the Kara Sea, then further parcels in the Laptev Sea earlier this year. BP
would look to deploy its own skills and technology, including waterflood management technology, as part of a potential deal for
direct participation in an exploration or production venture with Rosneft.
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BP classes Iran as world’s number one gas reserves holder

The UK-based energy giant, BP, has slashed its global natural gas reserves estimate for the first time in decades, sharply
dropping Russia's classified holdings and placing Iran at the top of the world's gas-rich countries. In its Statistical Review of
World Energy released on Wednesday, the BP classed Iran as the world’s top gas reserves holder with 33.6 trillion cubic
meters.  The company downgraded Russia’s reserves estimate to 32.9 trillion cubic meters from 44.6 trillion cubic meters in last
year's report, putting global proven gas reserves at 187.3 trillion cubic meters as of the end of 2012.
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Global proven oil reserves to maintain output for 53 years

Oil major BP cut its global natural gas reserves estimate for the first time in decades, revising Russia's still classified holdings
down sharply and putting Iran at the top of the world league table, it said in Statistical Reviewof World Energy June 2013
released Wednesday. BP put global proven gas reserves at 187.3 trillion cubic meters as of the end of 2012, enough for about
56 years of global production at current rates. In its report a year earlier, BP had revised global oil reserves sharply higher, citing
new technology that made heavy crude grades in Canada and Venezuela economically profitable to extract. BP upgraded
reserves for both Iran and Iraq by several billion barrels and kept them at their No.3 and 4 global spots, respectively. Venezuela
and Saudi Arabia kept their first and second places with no major revisions over the year. BP's chief economist, Christof Ruhl,
said at a news conference the company decided this year to adjust its estimates for the former Soviet Union, including Russia,
where data on reserves is classified. In its review, BP also steeply downgraded Turkmenistan's reserves to 17.5 trillion from 24.3
trillion and cut its reserves estimates for Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan.
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Arabic digital content key to internet penetration

The evolution of global communications has led to a new digital era and, soon, a new global economy, making digital content an
essential part of the media as well as the social and corporate landscape. However, this evolution has created a challenge in the
Middle East. Although Arabic is the fifth largest spoken language in the world with over 350 million speakers, only 65 million of
these are actually internet users. This relatively small amount is not enough to support the creation of Arabic digital content, and
this has consequently impaired internet penetration in the Arab world. Various initiatives have been launched by both public and
private institutions throughout the region to encourage Arab youth to develop online content in their mother tongue: from the
creation of communities in Cairo and Beirut, the translation of academic publications in King Abdulaziz University, to university
students’ training in Jordan and the month-long ‘Arabic Web Days’ initiative launched in partnership with TED, Twitter,
Wikipedia, Soundcloud and Al Arabiya. In February 2013, the French government made the first deal of its kind with Google.
This deal was designed to support French publications and news organisations by increasing their online advertising revenue
alongside an investment of €60 million (Dh292.43 million) to finance the digital publishing of French content. Meanwhile, The
writer is the strategic planning head at BPG Group.
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BPG Maxus appoints new associate media director

Media-buying firm BPG Maxus, part of WPP, has announced the appointment of Zeeshan Ali Merchant as associate media
director.
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Brief news

BP: Global demand for energy slows.
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The student pioneers of the 1970s

"I remember it very clearly, I arrived with my suitcase in May 1979 and was met by the BP training manager, Bill Simpson."He
welcomed me very patiently and said, 'Adel your training starts now. Take this £10 note and buy us two single tube tickets from
Heathrow to Liverpool Street.' That was my first time on the tube."Adel Alkaff Al Hashmi, now 52, was one of dozens of Emirati
students sent to the UK in the 1970s and 1980s when local universities were still very new.Mainly oil and gas workers, they were
sent straight from school, some aged just 17 and 18, to study at British colleges before returning home to work in some of the
country's largest - and now most successful - companies.The UAE companies had contacts at the British institutions and BP,
who helped them to settle in. Each one was given a list of families prepared to host foreign students, and then left to their own
devices.At precisely 1.15pm every Tuesday, Abbas Al Khoori would take his sandwich to his Ford Capri, which was parked
outside his workplace, and sit alone eating lunch.He was sent to Britain by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, which paid him
a stipend to live on."I remember one time I came back in a taxi from Abu Dhabi airport and I couldn't find my house because it
had changed so much.
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Oil markets oversupplied buoyed by US shale boom

The global oil market remains currently oversupplied helped by “staggering” US production gains which are eating into the
demand for OPEC’s oil, according to BP’s chief economist Christof Ruhl. Booming volumes of unconventional light, tight oil
output from the US are forcing OPEC to consider idling more of its production capacity in order to prop up oil prices, Ruhl said
late Thursday. “The production numbers for the US are quite staggering, so far they have always surprised to the upside,” Ruhl
said on the sidelines of a conference organized by Columbia University’s Center on Global Energy Policy. The US will surpass
Saudi Arabia this year as the world’s biggest producer of oil and biofuels combined, a title that the OPEC kingpin will likely only
regain in 15 years time, BP has said. Driven by shale oil supplies from the US, global shale oil production could rise to reach 14
million b/d by 2035, or 12 percent of the world’s total oil supply, accountants PwC estimated earlier this year. OPEC, which
opted last week to hold its output ceiling steady at 30.5 million b/d, is currently producing 1.8 million b/d more than the global
“call” for its oil, according to the latest monthly estimates by the International Energy Agency. Brent oil prices were trading just
above $104/barrel in London Friday, some 13 percent lower than a recent high of more than $119/b in early February.
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Reliance to invest $ 26 billion over three years

Indian conglomerate Reliance Industries Ltd. will spend more than $ 26 billion across its businesses over three years, it said,
giving few details of plans for its long-anticipated launch of 4G telecommunications services. Reliance, India’s fourth-largest
company by market value, has been under pressure from investors worried by its slowing natural gas business and its drive into
consumer sectors such as telecoms and retail. Reliance is making investments exceeding 1.5 trillion rupees ($ 26.4 billion)
across its five business areas — energy exploration and production, petroleum refining and marketing, petrochemicals, retail,
and 4G, Ambani said. Referring to the gas discovery that Reliance, along with partners BP and Niko Resources Ltd, announced
last month in the KG-D6 block off India’s east coast, Ambani said more prospects have been lined up for exploration drilling over
the next few quarters.
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Q: Is mobile advertising dead ?

Mobile advertising seems to have only scratched the surface in the Middle East, according to a report by Deloitte and the BPG
Group. The report, Technology Media &amp; Telecommunications Predictions 2013 Middle East, shows digital advertising in the
region accounted for just 6 percent of the total advertising spend last year, although both Deloitte and BPG expect mobile
advertising in the region to increase significantly in the second half of this year and into 2014.
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Quartet heads into Midnight League

The four sides with unbeaten records in the Mid-night League are all set to put them on the the line this weekend in week three
of the tournament at the ICC Academy at Dubai Sports City. Dubai Lions with two victories so far, come up against the much-
fancied Danube on tonight and the table-topping BPG Group 24 hours later as the race for places in the finals intensifies.
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OMV sells 9% Nabucco stake to GDF Suez

OMV, the Austrian oil company part-owned by Abu Dhabi, has sold a stake of around 9 per cent in the Nabucco West gas
pipeline project to France’s GDF Suez. The sale of the project intended to ship Caspian Sea gas to Europe adds a sixth partner
to the consortium.The pipeline aims to bring as much as 31 billion cubic metres (1 trillion cubic feet) of natural gas a year to
Austria via Turkey and south eastern Europe by 2017. The Shah Deniz consortium, led by BP and the Azeri state energy firm
Socar, has said it will decide next month whether to select Nabucco West or the rival Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) project to
transport its gas to Europe. The building of a pipeline is key to Europe’s aim of reducing its dependence on Russian gas, and
also to Azerbaijan’s aim of diversifying its markets. OMV gave no financial details for the GDF deal, which it said was subject to
certain conditions and was expected to take place in the second half of this year.
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Al Mazrouei: current oil prices don't threaten economic growth

Current oil prices are “suitable and fair,” said Suhail Mohammed Al Mazrouei, the U.A.E.’s energy minister. This comment came
before the minister traveling to Vienna to attend the OPEC meeting which will be held during May 28-30, 2013. The minister said
that OPEC policy depends on meeting the market needs. The application of new techniques for extracting hydrocarbons, that
were previously not economical, is changing the rules of game for global oil and gas, particularly in the US. QNB Group explains
that not only will the US soon become a net exporter of gas, it is also likely to eventually become self-sufficient in oil. BP is even
more optimistic, forecasting that US tight oil production will increase by 2.8m b/d by 2020.
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Brief news

BP to invest $2.85 bn in Iraq oil fields.
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EU raids oil majors for collusion on price

BUSINESSES make money — none dare deny. That is the reason, the objective for their existence. However, governmental
agencies and public representatives tend to oversee the entire process, keep an eye, so as to ensure that overall public
interests are not ignored in the process. A balance between the two competing ends needs to be achieved, for the sake of the
society, even economists with fervor for the capitalistic mode of economy, concede and agree. And it was in this very
perspective last week, that in the biggest cross-border action since the probe into rigging of Libor benchmark interest rates, the
European Commission raided the offices of oil majors Statoil, Royal Dutch Shell and BP, and interestingly, the London bureau of
pricing agency Platts.
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Oil firms seek new terms in Iraq

International oil companies in Iraq are negotiating to revise their contracts with the government, as new production targets
undermine the profitability of their operations. Iraq's government earlier this year revised down its national oil output targets to
9.5 million barrels per day (bpd) by 2020, up from about 3 million bpd today, as part of a new blueprint for the development of its
energy sector. BP is the lead operator at the Rumaila super major field near Basra, where production stands at 1.4 million bpd.
Chevron and Total have also signed oil contracts with the Kurdish Regional Government, which are more generous than the
TSAs, and tensions between Exxon and Baghdad have escalated to the extent that the oil major is looking to sell its stake in
West Qurna 2.
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Study: Most shipwrecks a minor US pollution threat

Shipwrecks lying deep off America’s coasts are more often historical artifacts than present-day threats from leaking old oil tanks,
a new federal report says.While 87 of the ships — most sunk during World War II by German submarines — have the potential
to leak tens of millions of gallons of oil, the report issued Monday concludes that “the scope of the problem is much more
manageable than initially feared.” “Our coastlines are not littered with ‘ticking time bombs,’” government scientists wrote. They
note that only six of the 87 are likely to be serious enough to be disasters to local economies and coastlines, the report said. The
overall picture, though, is not as bad as expected. The potential for pollution from the 87 shipwrecks is less than half the 200
million gallons the BP well spewed into the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 in that disaster, agency officials calculate.
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BPG Cohn &amp; Wolfe sets out regional expansion strategy

The newly created agency BPG Cohn &amp; Wolfe is looking to expand its regional footprint now that the company has the
backing of the US-based Cohn &amp; Wolfe communications agency. Last week Cohn &amp; Wolfe, which is wholly owned by
the UK-based agency WPP, completed the acquisition of a minority stake in BPG PR, part of the BPG Group based in Dubai.
WPP also has a 40 per cent stake in BPG Group. BPG Group lists Rolls-Royce, Visa International, Masafi, Al Shaya Group and
Jumbo Electronics among its clients.
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Oil tender delay plan rejected

Abu Dhabi's Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC) has rejected a proposal to extend the emirate's onshore concession by a year,
allowing only a few months to evaluate bids before the existing contract expires. Earlier this year Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (Adnoc) asked the SPC, the emirate's highest decision-making body for hydrocarbons policy, to extend the
concession for one year to allow enough time for a complex tender process for giant fields that have caught the eye of
companies such as Statoil and Korea National Oil Corporation. The strategy may put particular pressure on the current
operators invited to bid - ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell, BP, Total - because they will not be able to count those reserves on
their books once the concession expires, said one Abu Dhabi-based oil and gas executive. For some, as much as 10 per cent of
global reserves are in the emirate.
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Appointments

Public relations agency Cicero & Bernay (C&B) has named Rouba Zeidan as managing director of its Dubai office.
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Cohn & Wolfe takes stake in BPGlpr

Global communicatios and public relations agency Cohn & Wolfe has taken a minority stake in Middle East public relations firm
BPG pr.
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Oil trading all about profit with no easy fix for the system

Raids of oil companies’ offices by European investigators in a surprise investigation into price manipulation going back as far as
2002. Immediate, outraged claims by consumer organisations. Last week’s events trigger immediate memories of great financial
frauds such as Enron or last year’s Libor scandal. The hasty assumption, aided by some sloppy journalism, is that oil companies
have been colluding to raise prices. The investigators entered the offices of Shell, BP and Statoil, as well as the price reporting
agency Platts. None of these companies has yet been accused of wrongdoing -- the suspicion is rather that traders may have
gamed the Platts system. Oil producers and users, such as refineries, use the “paper” market to hedge against the risk of price
movements. Without this, oil trade would be almost impossible, too financially risky even for the largest companies. But by taking
a loss on physical holdings -- real oil in ships or tanks -- traders could make profits on much larger paper positions.
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Private View

Opinions from Moray MacLennan CEO worldwide, M&amp;C Saatchi and Omar Christidis, founder and CEO, Arabnet about
McDonald's, King Khalid Foundation, Land Rover, Kawasaki and Volkswagen.
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Public relations agency Cicero &amp; Bernay 'C&amp;B' has named Rouba Zeidan as managing
director of its Dubai office

Zeidan, who has more than 17 years of MENA experience in the fields of public relations, marketing, event management,
journalism and publishing, will lead a team of 18 into a new era of service and expansion. BPG Maxus is the media buying arm
of the BPG Group part of WPP.
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Cohn &amp; Wolfe takes stake in BPGl pr

Global communications and public relations agency Cohn &amp; Wolfe has taken a minority stake in Middle East public
relations firm BPGl pr. The new agency, called BPGl Cohn &amp; Wolfe, is the latest move in the international company's
expansion plans to grow across the region, India and Southeast Asia. Both firms are part of the global WPP group.
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Art of getting the message across on smaller screens

Cast your mind on regional ad campaigns created for your mobile phone and that captured your immediate attention from the
first second. If you are still thinking, don't worry, there weren't any. "The smaller screen does not work against creativity but it is
actually challenging it; the daily usage of a smaller screen is drastically different from a classic laptop or a tablet," said Grégory
Bolle, strategic planning head at BPG Group.
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Adnoc aims to award rights this year

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) hopes to complete a complex tendering process for the emirate's lucrative onshore
oilfields this year. The target is a turnaround from earlier this year, when Adnoc recommended extending its main onshore
concession for an extra year to January 2015 to allow enough time to solicit and evaluate bids. The legacy bidders - France's
Total, the UK's BP, ExxonMobil of the US and the Anglo-Dutch Shell - are competing with new entrants such as Norway's Statoil
and the US's Occidental,which have competitive technologies of their own.
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BP delays 2 major Algeria gas projects; security costs jump

BP is delaying two major Algerian gas projects as foreign energy firms seek security guarantees after a deadly Islamist attack,
and press the government to soften its investment terms. BP’s decision to review plans for the gas fields — including In Amenas
where more than 70 people died in January’s siege — complicates Algerian efforts to reverse a decline in energy output, which
accounts for 60 percent of its budget revenue. However, Chief Executive Robert Dudley made clear recently that the four-day
siege deep in the Sahara desert had affected BP’s plans. “Good progress is also being made on our planned 2014 project start-
ups although the timing of work on our In Amenas and In Salah projects in Algeria is being reassessed following the tragic
incident at In Amenas in January,” he told analysts. An industry source familiar with the plans said BP does not expect
significant new production from the fields in 2014, contrary to its initial ideas.
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Momentum builds for solar drive

For many British businesses, oil remains central to their commercial relations with the Middle East. BP, for example, is keen to
be part of the new concession for Abu Dhabi's main onshore oilfields that will be awarded as early as next year.As such, the
British government would have been keen to build on the charm offensive in support of business during the President Sheikh
Khalifa's state visit to the UK this week. Earlier, there had been other initiatives that included a trip to the UAE by the prime
minister David Cameron, and the creation of two task forces to promote trade ties with the Arabian Gulf.But the President's visit
also highlighted a new but growing element to business ties between the region and the West. Yesterday, Abu Dhabi's Masdar
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the UK Green Investment Bank to jointly invest in British clean energy
projects. The investment dynamics swing both ways, however, as Masdar's example shows. The Mubadala subsidiary in March
inaugurated the Middle East's largest solar power plant, the Shams 1 project in Madinat Zayed. The 100 megawatt plant is a
joint venture between Masdar, France's Total and Spain's Abengoa, and it is the first time that western companies have
committed significant resources to renewable energy in the Middle East. "Despite relatively low levels of installed capacity to
date across the wind and solar sectors, the country's strong project pipeline, and activity in late 2012 in particular, indicates that
this is about to change," said the consultancy Ernst &amp; Young in a recent report on renewable energy.
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Sharing a unique history, strong ties

Since inking a peace treaty in 1820 to become a British protectorate and forging itself anew as a young independent nation in
1971 through to today’s geopolitical landscape, the United Arab Emirates and its friendship with the United Kingdom remains full
of promise, say officials on both sides of the longstanding friendship. The first royal state visit by a UAE leader in 24 years this
week is expected to further explore that promise as Queen Elizabeth II on official invitation hosts President His Highness Shaikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan at Windsor Castle for a two-day state visit beginning on Tuesday. Shaikh Khalifa’s visit marks the
first royal appearance of a UAE leader in the UK since the late Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan was welcomed by the Queen
and former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in London in 1989. Shaikh Khalifa’s two day itinerary will be full with a state
luncheon to be held at Windsor Castle as well as a meeting with Prime Minister David Cameron at 10 Downing Street. Shaikh
Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs, said in an earlier statement that the historic visit will explore
unlimited future potential of the two countries. “The State Visit of His Highness, The President, at the invitation of Her Majesty
the Queen, is testament not only to the deep and historic ties between the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom, but
also to the immense opportunities that exist in continued cooperation between our two countries. Under the leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa, the President, the UAE is committed to further building and strengthening its bilateral relationship with
the UK on all levels, with a particular focus on trade, regional and global security and education,” he said. Both countries are
helping each other weather tougher economic conditions in the global economy through shared commitments to investments,
infrastructure and joint projects, said an embassy spokesperson. “British citizens have helped drive UAE prosperity and have
been involved in iconic projects like the Burj Khalifa and Abu Dhabi Formula One. UK oil companies, BP and Shell, have worked
with Abu Dhabi for more than 70 years,” said the spokesperson. Meanwhile, From its meteoric rise as an upstart regional carrier
in 1985 with only two planes and a $10 million (Dh36.72 million) budget to today’s largest global carrier of international
passengers replete with 200 wide-bodied aircraft, Emirates airline owes in part its remarkable growth to the UAE’s long-standing
ties with the United Kingdom, says Emirates President Tim Clark. And Emirates’ dramatic growth expected over the next five
years and beyond firmly includes the UK’s manufacturing sector as a critical ingredient in the carrier’s strategy for success.
Stability fosters confidence which in turn lends itself to foreign direct investment. “It is certainly referred to as a country that is
governed demonstrably well. The Brits look at the UAE as a model of the way that things can be done,” said Clark, a British
expatriate, who joined Emirates in 1985 following four years working as a route planner for Bahrain’s Gulf Air. The UK’s
manufacturing sector is equally important given the island nation’s signature Rolls Royce company produces the jet engines for
the Airbus A380 double decker aircraft upon which Emirates has banked heavily as a lead aircraft for the future. As the world’s
largest international carrier, Clark said the UK is paying attention to Emirates’ undeniable purchasing power. “With Boeing
included, we have $65 billion [in new aircraft] on order,” Clark said. By 2015, Emirates is expected to have taken delivery of 58
Airbus A380s and that number - barring production delays - is forecast to climb to 96 A380s by 2017, he said.
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Concession bidders to compete on technology

Cutting-edge technology is the key for maximising production in Abu Dhabi's maturing oilfields, the UAE's energy minister said
as the renewal of Abu Dhabi's largest energy concession draws near.Cutting-edge technology is the key for maximising
production in Abu Dhabi's maturing oilfields, the UAE's energy minister said as the renewal of Abu Dhabi's largest energy
concession draws near. Adnoc hopes to award the new Adco concession by next year. The current structure includes the
majors ExxonMobil, Total, Shell and BP, companies that can draw on huge technological expertise. All four are in the running for
the new concession, alongside the national oil companies of China and South Korea.
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Abramovich slips out of Russia top 10 rich list

Chelsea football club owner and superyacht enthusiast Roman Abramovich slipped out of the top 10 richest Russians in Forbes
magazine’s 2013 ranking published on Thursday. The flamboyant steel, mining, real estate and telecommunications tycoon has
lost $1.9 billion of his fortune and is now worth just $10.2 billion, putting him into 13th place in Russia and 107th in the world,
Forbes said. Russia’s number two Mikhail Fridman, a former co-owner of the TNK-BP oil company, was ranked 41st worldwide
with $16.5 billion in wealth.
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Iraq hikes oil reserves to 150 billion barrels

Iraq's oil ministry is raising its estimate for the country's proven oil reserves to 150 billion barrels, up nearly 5 percent from a
2010 estimate of 143 billion barrels. Oil Ministry spokesman Assem Jihad said the higher figures are the result of increased work
in the oil sector over the past two years. Jihad, quoted by The Associated Press, said the estimate does not include the self-
ruled Kurdish region. In a recent Reuters interview, former BP boss Tony Hayward said he expects a breakthrough soon for his
new charge Genel Energy in the impasse over Iraqi Kurdistan oil exports and is adjusting to life at the helm of a smaller but
more responsive company.  A keen sailor who raised hackles during the 2010 Gulf of Mexico spill when photographed on a boat
as oil continued to spew into the sea, Hayward invoked his hobby to describe the difference between his old and new jobs.
Leading BP was similar to being the captain of a supertanker, he said.
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Africa’s oil and gas frontiers top up supply

New producing countries are set to redraw sub-Saharan Africa’s oil and gas map over the next five years, contributing to a
significant net increase in output and attracting the top global companies. “The supermajors are looking at the success that
some of these companies have had, and they’re trying to get in on the ground floor, picking up the exploration acreage at an
early stage and working with that all the way up to drilling the prospects,” said Martin Kelly, WoodMac’s lead analyst on sub-
Saharan Africa. In the past couple of years, Chevron has taken up exploration blocks in Liberia and Sierra Leone, while Total
has new acreage in deep water off Kenya and deepwater blocks in Mozambique. Royal Dutch/Shell is prospecting deepwater
acreage off Tanzania with Petrobras. Exxon Mobil , Shell, and Total are all exploring off South Africa. The sub-Saharan Africa's
oil and gas map with 2011 oil and gas production is seen, sources is BP Statistical Review of World Energy.
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Iraq ups oil reserves estimate to 150 bn barrels

Iraq’s oil ministry is raising its estimate for the country’s proven oil reserves to 150 billion barrels, up nearly 5 percent from a
2010 estimate of 143 billion barrels. Oil Ministry spokesman Assem Jihad said the higher figures are the result of increased work
in the oil sector over the past two years. Jihad, quoted by The Associated Press, said the estimate does not include the self-
ruled Kurdish region. In a recent Reuters interview, former BP boss Tony Hayward said he expects a breakthrough soon for his
new charge Genel Energy in the impasse over Iraqi Kurdistan oil exports and is adjusting to life at the helm of a smaller but
more responsive company.
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Companies at AUD Annual Career Fair offer job opportunities for AUD students

The Career Services Office at The American University in Dubai (AUD) organized its annual Career Fair 'Act Now: AUD Careers
Today', at the AUD Knights Arena. The event brought together the AUD community and employers, with the aim of a mutually
beneficial collaboration ensuring that market leaders employ AUD's talent. "The Career Services team dedicates their time and
expertise to establishing strong relationships with employers. As a result, the Career Fair has become a flourishing tradition that
transforms those relationships into practical, real-life experiences for our students. I support our staff and students as they
embark on this journey--one, in particular, which may change and/or determine the course of their lives for years to come," said
Mrs. Rachel Baldwin, Dean of Student Services. The objective of this annual event is to facilitate the development of
relationships between the AUD student community and employers in order to meet the dynamic needs of today's marketplace.
This year's "Act Now" consisted of 68 employers, representing multinational, regional, and local companies specializing in
Finance and Banking, Marketing, Advertising, Media, Recruitment, Engineering, Visual Communication, Graphic Design and
Information Technology. The Main Sponsors were Procter &amp; Gamble (P&amp;G) and Unilever. Support Sponsors include
Abercrombie &amp; Fitch, Akhtaboot, Dresser-Rand Field Operations Middle East, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority
(DEWA), Hewlett Packard, MBC Group, Nestlé Middle East, Olayan Financing Company, Philips Electronics, Reckitt Benckiser,
Shell, and Society of Engineers - UAE. The 2013 edition of the AUD Career Fair's Corporate Participants included: 3M Gulf, Abu
Dhabi Commercial Bank (ADCB), AMIDEAST, APCO Worldwide, Arla Foods, Bab Al Shabab, Baker Hughes, Bayt.com,
Bloomberg, BPG Group, Commercial Bank of Dubai, Curve Telecom, Dabur International, Deloitte, Department of Tourism and
Commerce, Marketing (DTCM) DP World, Dubai Economic Council, Dubai Financial Services Authority, Dubai Professional
Trading Group, Education Zone, EFS Facilities Services, Emirates Aluminium, Ernst &amp; Young, Genesis Institute, Google,
Groupon, Gulf Food Trade, Harwal Group, HSBC Bank Middle East, ICAEW Middle East, IMA Middle East, Imdaad, InternsME,
Jamboree Education, JCDecaux, Jumeirah Group, Leo Burnett, Leviton Middle East, Mashreq Bank, Michael Page, Namshi,
Nasco Dubai, Navaida Solutions &amp; Services, Noor Islamic Bank, People Pearl, Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC), PRO
TECHnology, Road &amp; Transport Authority (RTA), Smartworld Technology Services, Samsung Gulf Electronics, Standard
Chartered Bank, ThyssenKrupp Elevator UAE, United Nations, and Wipro Infotech.
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UAE's fostering international trademarks puts it in face of counter-fighting imitation pirates

Participants at the Dubai World Conference Consumer Rights, which has concluded its activities yesterday  , have said that the
since UAE has became a center for thousands of international trademarks , this imposes ,challenges on it due to commercial
fraud and imitations. This came during the group discretion which was held yesterday on sideline of the conference and has
witnessed participation of officials from Johnson &amp; Johnson ,Nike Inc.  General Motors Global Security  , Brand Owner’s
Protection Group and   Department of Economic Development in Dubai (DED) as well as others , whereby a recent survey by
CB Richard Ellis has showed that Dubai attracts 82% of luxurious trademarks and brand names , after Hong Kong which comes
in first place .
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Conference for Consuper rights discusses danger of fake products

The Dubai World Conference for Consumer Rights wrapped up yesterday in the World Trade Centre. The closing day sessions
have discussed the danger of fake products. Among key speakers in the sessions were Director of trademarks protection in
Nike, Director of trademarks protection in General Motors and others. Mohammed Lootah, Deputy CEO of The Commercial
Compliance and Consumer Protection, Department of Economic Development said the department benefits from expertise of
foreign states in consumer protection.
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Brand-owners demand more action against counterfeits

More needs to be done by law enforcement authorities to combat counterfeiting and its links to organised crime, say brand-
owners.Leading a panel discussion at the Dubai World Conference for Consumer Rights on Wednesday, Omar Shteiwi, chair of
Brand Owner’s Protection Group, GCC-Yemen, and head of legal compliance and corporate governance for Nestle Middle East
FZW, said law enforcement authorities needed to recognise counterfeiting was not a “soft trade.” General Motors global brand
protection manager Scott Emmer said counterfeiting was often seen as low priority. The UAE was a growing economy with 13
million containers entering Jebel Ali Free Zone every year, and while there were counterfeiting laws, customs did not inspect
enough containers, and penalties were too few and not harsh enough, he said.“There’s still a lack of awareness in the minds of
law enforcers, authorities and the public. We need to educate (them) that this is a crime that might kill you or your child or
family… if you’re talking about medicine, food and beverages.” Richard Rademan, Nike brand protection director for CEE and
Middle East, said a matter may lie in an office for months before anything was done. Ibrahim Bahzad from the Department of
Economic Development (DED) agreed that the UAE had to update laws and regulations to combat counterfeiters, who were
often viewed with compassion by society as “innocents” despite being organised and operating like “gangs”.
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Laws in the UAE are not enough to fight counterfeit goods

The Council of Trademark Owners in the UAE has asked to intensify penalties against individuals or companies that import
counterfeit goods into the UAE. The council chairman Omar Shteiwi affirmed that the current laws in the UAE are not enough to
fight counterfeit goods.
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Adnoc awards $2.4bn Sarb contracts

The first oilfield to be developed in Abu Dhabi without foreign shareholders is moving ahead with US$2.4 billion (Dh8.81bn) in
contracts awarded, including plans for falcon-shaped islands.Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) holds a 100 per cent
interest in the Sarb development, unlike at other fields in the emirate where it retains a 60 per cent majority and spreads the risk
and capital investment among the emirate and its foreign partners.Abu Dhabi Marine Operating Company (Adma), which is
carrying out the work for Adnoc, yesterday announced it had awarded a $1.89bn contract to Hyundai Engineering &amp;
Construction and a separate $515.4 million package to Petrofac to develop the Satah Al Razboot field. Sarb originally fell under
the Adma offshore concession, whose shareholders include BP, Total and Japan Oil Development, but with that contract
expiring in 2018, international oil companies have little time to reap the returns of their investment. The islands will serve as
bases for drilling and eliminate the need for offshore rigs - a technique being tested at the Upper Zakum field by ExxonMobil.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as Media Buying Unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram, global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across 197 countries
and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the service almost
everywhere.
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Country's youth stand to benefit

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration Operating Company Ltd, have announced an AED 3.4
million partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the country. BP became a
supporter of the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP with extend its
support for the Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015.
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE sign AED 3.4 million partnership agreement for  Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration '&amp;' Operating Company Ltd, announced a 3.4 million
dirham partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE.BP became a supporter of
the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE Sign a 3.4 million Dirham Partnership Agreement for Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, a philanthropic organisation established by the Government of Abu Dhabi,
and BP Exploration &amp; Operating Company Ltd, the international energy company, announced a 3.4 million dirham
partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE. BP became a supporter of the
Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE sign AED 3.4 million partnership agreement for Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration '&amp;' Operating Company Ltd, announced a 3.4 million
dirham partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE.BP became a supporter of
the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere. Ananth Srivatsa, Director of Marketing Middle East and South Asia for MoneyGram, is looking
forward to working with BPG Maxus.
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BP’s trading unit under scrutiny as earnings drop

BP's oil trading division, the alma mater for a generation of the world's top traders and a former cash-generating machine, is
under greater scrutiny after becoming a weak link for the oil major. The company says the unit, which once generated a tenth of
profits, was responsible for its failure to fully deliver on a pledge to improve performance at its refining division.
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London 2012 Paralympic Games

Under the sponsorship of H.H Sheikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Sports Council, members of
UAE Disabled Sports Club will be honored today at Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi after participating in the London 2012
Paralympic Games. He thanked all sponsors: Etisalat, Emaar, National Bank of Abu Dhabi, Mubadala, ADNOC, Awqaf and
Minors Affairs Foundation, Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM), Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority (DEWA), Emirates, BP..
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Saudi king Abdullah performs funeral prayers on Prince Sattam

Saudi King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz performed Wednesday the funeral prayer in Riyadh on the soul of Prince Sattam bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud, Governor of Riyadh Region, who died Tuesday at the age of 72.The prayer was led by the Kingdom's Mufti
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al al-Shiekh, also the Chairman of the Senior Ulema Commission, Religious Research
Department and Ifta.Several national and international dignitaries also attended the funeral. International figures include Sheikh
Nasser al-Mohammed Al-Sabah, representative of Emir of Kuwait; Prince Talal bin Mohammed, Advisor to the Jordanian King;
Saad Al-Hariri, former Lebanese Prime Minister; princes, ministers, senior officials, a number of accredited ambassadors to the
Kingdom and a group of citizens.
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5000 fake electrical bulbs seizes

The Department of Economic Development in Dubai (DED) has fined 10 commercial stores for promoting for fake light bulbs of
"Philips" brand. It has confiscated 5000 electrical light bulbs and some other accessories.
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15 charred bodies found at besieged Algerian gas plant

Algerian special forces yesterday found 15 burned bodies at a desert gas plant raided by Al-Qaeda-linked fighters, two days
after the army launched an assault to free hostages being held there by the hard-liners, a source familiar with the crisis said.
Efforts were underway to identify the bodies, the source told Reuters. It was not clear how they had died. The number and fate
of those involved — hostages alive or dead as well as fighters — has yet to be confirmed, with the Algerian government keeping
officials from Western countries far from the site where their countrymen were in peril. US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said
the US is working with the British and Algerian governments to assess what’s happening on the ground.Speaking at Kings
College in London, Panetta said the US is “working around the clock to ensure the safe return of our citizens.” Panetta said the
terrorists should be on notice that they’ll find no sanctuary in Algeria or North Africa. He says anyone who looks to attack the US
will have “no place to hide.” Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe yesterday ordered his government to do everything possible to
ensure the safety of 10 Japanese unaccounted for. “This Algerian incident is extremely despicable and can never be forgiven.”
Meanwhile, an Algerian man who escaped from gunmen told AFP yesterday his captors spoke in different Arabic dialects and
also in English. “I saw five inside the plant, but I don’t know how many others were outside,” said Iba El Haza, a driver at the BP
gas plant near the Libyan border, of his captors. “From their accents I understood one was Egyptian, one Tunisian, another
Algerian and one was speaking English or a foreign language.”
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Reliance Industries profit up 24%

India’s largest private firm Reliance Industries reported a surprise 24 percent rise in quarterly net profit as higher refining
margins offset slowing output from offshore fields. Reliance, controlled by India’s wealthiest man Mukesh Ambani, said net profit
for the financial third quarter jumped to 55.02 billion rupees ($ 1.02 billion), from 44.4 billion rupees in the same period a year
earlier. Turnover climbed 10 percent to 963 billion rupees for the quarter, a statement said. The earnings overshot analysts’
expectations of a 50-billion-rupee profit and snapped four consecutive quarters of declines. “Our performance improved this
quarter with margin expansion in petrochemicals and record earnings in the refining business,” Ambani said. Analysts have
been concerned in recent months about Reliance’s ability to raise gas production from its blocks off India’s east coast. In the first
nine months of the fiscal year from April to December, crude oil production from Reliance’s main oilfield KG-D6 slid 40 percent
year-on-year to 2.3 million barrels of crude oil. Natural gas production tumbled 37 percent to 275 billion cubic feet from April to
December over levels a year earlier. “This reduction was due to reservoir complexity and natural decline,” the company said. But
countering the output decline, Reliance’s gross refining margins rose in the third quarter to $ 9.60 a barrel from $6.80 a year
earlier. In 2011, British energy giant BP paid $7.2 billion to acquire a 30 percent stake in 21 of Reliance’s oil and gas fields.
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France, rebels in close-quarter fight

French troops and Islamist rebels Mali engaged in close combat yesterday. After days of airstrikes on Islamist positions in the
territory they have occupied since April, French and Malian troops battled the rebels in the small town of Diabaly, some 400
kilometres north of Bamako. Meanwhile in Algeria state media said that one person had been killed and seven wounded, two of
them foreigners, in an attack on a British oil giant BP field in Amenas, in the Sahara desert. AFP quoted an Al-Qaeda members
from northern Mali claiming the responsibility of the attack.
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Ad spending fired up by surge in realty, retailing

A feel-good factor was clearly at work as the UAE retained its ranking as the top advertising market in the region for 2012 with
some ease, with an ad spend totalling $1.58 billion (Dhs5.80 billion) against $1.44 billion in 2011. "In the UAE, DSF 2013 has
got off to a better than expected start and the real estate sector has once again seen the market maker, Emaar, sell off-plan
premium hotel apartments in a matter of minutes," said Avi Bhojani, chief executive officer of BPG Group.
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Social tools and brand loyalty

The advance of the digital age, cable television and the phenomenon of social media provide individuals with more readily
accessible and faster access to brands than ever before. But does greater exposure — and peer pressure especially from
Twitter feeds and Facebook friends — actually lead to changing brand behaviour?  — The writer is the general manager of BPG
Public Relations.
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China's energy consumption to double by 2040

China has the most impressing record of sustained economic growth in the history, averaging more than 10 percent growth
every year over the last three decades, showing an impressive resilience. Trend growth was unaffected by the 1997 Asian
financial crisis or the 2008 great financial crisis. Since 1980, roughly the period in which market reforms started, its economy has
grown twenty-seven fold from $300 billion to more than $8 trillion. The rapid industrialization process has multiplied the energy
needs. Since 2000, total consumption more than tripled from 36 quadrillion Btu (British thermal units, the energy indicator used
to compare across different energy sources) to 115 quadrillion in 2012. In 2011 China overtook the United States as the world’s
leading energy consumer. BP expects current consumption to double by 2040. This growth is taking place across all energy
sources. In the 30 years running to 2012, oil consumption grew from 1.7 million bpd to 10.2 million, natural gas from 380 billion
cubic feet per year to 5.2 trillion, and coal from 727 million short tons per year to 4 trillion, Kuwait-based Asiya Investments, an
Asia-focused investment company, said Sunday in its analysis on China energy needs. Expectations about the future of China
are also high. According to Oxford Economics, China is expected to grow on average 7 percent during the next decade and then
6.5 percent in the following 10 years. This would make China, again, the fastest growing country among the largest economies,
expanding twice as fast as the world average of 3.6 percent. Future growth will probably be lower than that due to the structural
transformation that the country is going through. However, even a level of growth 20 percent or 30 percent below the current
consensus call involves a large positive differential with the rest of the world and massive additional energy needs. The US
Energy Information Administration estimates that, assuming a world average growth of 3.6 percent per annum, world energy use
will grow by 56 percent between 2010 and 2040 and half of the increase is attributed to China and India. The EIA expects the
country to rely massively on coal and oil to cover around 80 percent of its energy needs in the next two decades. Renewable
and nuclear will slightly increase their share, but oil is expected to lose only a small fraction of its weight in the energy mix. In
absolute terms, Chinese demand is expected to grow faster than that of all other large economies. China will therefore have to
rely mostly on imported oil to fuel growth, and most of that growth will have to be served by Middle East oil.
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Investment in oil industry is the only strategic choice

Investing in oil industry is a very difficult decision, wrote columnist Dr. Sulaiman Saleh Al Khattaf. He said that investing in oil
industry costs billions of dollars and it should be preceded by intensive studies. He indicated that despite the nature of oil
industry investment, it remains the main and only strategic choice. He cited BP outlook regarding global oil consumption saying
that the global oil consumption is expected to reach 104 million barrels by 2035.
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Investment expansion makes Aramco on top of refining industry in ME

Saudi Aramco Company topped Middle East companies in terms of refining production capacity. With daily production of 2.5
million barrels per day, Aramco came in the first position among Middle East company and fifth position among world
companies, according to a recently-published report. According to the report, the biggest five companies in Asia are Sinopec,
PetroChina, ExxonMobil, Nippon and Indian National Oil Company. Regarding the world companies order in terms of refining
capacity, the first position was taken by ExxonMobil Company, followed by Shell, Sinopec, British Petroleum (BP) and Saudi
Aramco Company.
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Investment expansion makes "Aramco" on top of ME refining industry

Saudi Aramco Company topped Middle East companies in terms of refining production capacity. With daily production of 2.5
million barrels per day, Aramco came in the first position among Middle East company and fifth position among world
companies, according to a recently-published report. According to the report, the biggest five companies in Asia are Sinopec,
PetroChina, ExxonMobil, Nippon and Indian National Oil Company. Regarding the world companies order in terms of refining
capacity, the first position was taken by ExxonMobil Company, followed by Shell, Sinopec, British Petroleum (BP) and Saudi
Aramco Company.
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Egypt to pay $1bn to foreign oil firms

Egypt’s central bank has delivered $1 billion to the Ministry of Petroleum to repay on Monday part of the state’s debt to foreign
oil companies, the central bank governor said on Sunday. Financial disclosures by firms including BP, BG Group , Edison SpA
and TransGlobe Energy show Egypt owed them more than $5.2 billion at the end of 2012.
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Saudi stocks head for its best year

The overall Saudi market stayed quiet Tuesday, with the stock benchmark Tadawul All Share Index gaining 0.32 percent to
close at 8,412.32 points, a five-year high. The market is up 23.7 percent year-to-date, heading for its best year since 2009. In
Abu Dhabi, banking shares that lagged the recent leg up by Dubai’s bourse played catch-up. The Abu Dhabi index climbed 1.3
percent to its highest level since September 2008; Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank rose 5.6 percent. Oman’s market gained 0.5
percent, outperforming most of the Gulf. On Monday, BP announced it would drill some 300 wells for gas under the Omani
desert over the next 15 years in a $16 billion project that may give a significant boost to the economy, which is about $80 billion
in size. Dubai index climbed 0.3 percent to 3,144 points.
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Egypt stocks rise to 35-month high

Egyptian shares rose, lifting the main index to a 35-month high, after the finance minister announced plans for a second
economic stimulus package worth around 30 billion Egyptian pounds ($4.4 billion). Oman’s market gained 0.5 percent,
outperforming most of the Gulf. On Monday, BP announced it would drill some 300 wells for gas under the Omani desert over
the next 15 years in a $16 billion project that may give a significant boost to the economy, which is about $80 billion in size.
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BP signs $16b agreement to develop gas field in Oman

BP will drill some 300 wells to flush gas trapped deep under the Omani desert over the next 15 years in a $16-billion (£9.8
billion) project that Oman is relying on to keep its economy growing. The Khazzan tight gas project, which aims to extract around
one billion cubic feet (bcf) per day of gas from sandstone at depths of up to 4,500 meters in central Oman, is a showcase for
BP's tight gas extraction technology. "Today's signing is an important step in the Sultanate of Oman's plans to meet growing
demand for energy over the coming decades and to contribute to economic development in Oman," the country's oil and gas
minister, Mohammed Al Rumhy, said in a statement after the signing in Muscat.
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BP sign deal to develop $16bn Oman shale gas project

BP has signed 30-year gas production sharing and sales deals to develop Oman's Khazzan tight gas project at an estimated
investment of $16 billion, the UK energy giant and Omani government announced on Monday. The Khazzan gas project, which
aims to extract around one billion cubic feet (bcf) per day of gas from deep under central Oman, is a showcase for BP’s tight gas
extraction technology and its success is vital for Oman's economy. BP has already spent hundreds of millions of dollars on the
project since winning the concession in 2007. It expects total investment of around $16 billion, equivalent to about a fifth of
Oman's annual economic output, and hopes to extract enough fuel to meet around a third of Oman's current domestic gas
needs. "We are very pleased to be going ahead with this major project, which is very important for both Oman and for BP," BP
Chief Executive Bob Dudley said in the joint statement.
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Fine for importing fake goods to increase 100-fold to $272,261

Fines for importing fake goods into GCC countries will increase to the equivalent of AED1m ($272.261m) from next year under a
new GCC-wide trademark law. Director of the Trademarks Department at the UAE Ministry of Economy, Fateema Al Hosani,
told Arabian Business the legislation was due to come into effect in early 2014 and would help combat the multi-billion dollar
counterfeit industry. With more than 13m containers passing through Jebel Ali Port each year, mostly from east to west, Dubai in
particular is a major thoroughfare for fake goods including clothes, pharmaceuticals, electronics, watches and handbags,
although it is not recognised as a significant manufacturer of such items. Brand Owners’ Protection Group chairman Omar
Shteiwi said while the goods were not manufactured in Dubai, the emirate had a responsibility to identify and intercept such
items when they travelled through its ports.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Mon, Dec 16 2013 Publication Name: Arabian Business

Region: Internet Section:

Language: English Type: Web

Frequency: Daily Page No:

Ad Value: $3,250 Circulation 0

PR Value: $11,375 Opp. To See: 0





Intellectual Property Forum eyes fair and safe trade

The Dubai Economic Council (DEC) and the Brand Owners Protection Group (BOPG) held their First Intellectual Property Forum
in Dubai from December 11 to 13, 2013, which was concluded recently. The two-day event focused mainly on protection of
intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation, public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and
enhance the business environment.
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Intellectual Property Forum calls for applying Gulf unified law of brands

The Dubai Economic Council (DEC) and the Brand Owners Protection Group (BOPG) held their First Intellectual Property Forum
in Dubai from December 11 to 13, 2013, which was concluded recently. The two-day event focused mainly on protection of
intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation, public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and
enhance the business environment.
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to identify the counterfeits products  coming through its ports

Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit products passing through its ports, an expert
warned.“The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million containers per year. With the legitimate products there
are illegitimate products also, Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners’ Protection Group (BPG) and head of legal at Nestle
Middle East, said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual Property Forum held in Dubai on Wednesday in partnersghip with
Dubai Economic Council.The two-day event will focus mainly on protection of intellectual property (IP) fostering local innovation,
public/private partnership and related issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment.“Despite the
constant need to enhance the intellectual property rights [IPR] principle in the local economy, the forum will provide a significant
framework of guidelines to all stakeholders in various industries concerning their handling the IPR issues,” said Hani Rashed Al
Hamli, secretary general at Dubai Economic Council. In this regard , the council has signed number of agreements including
with Dubai Customs as well as others .
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Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products

Dubai urged to stem flow of fake products Dubai is an international trading hub and needs to act more to combat counterfeit
products passing through its ports, an expert warned. "The issue is very serious as Dubai Customs handles 13 million
containers per year. With the legitimate products there are illegitimate products also,Omar Shteiwi, chairman of Brand Owners
Protection Group(BPG) and head of the legal department at Nestle Middle East,said on the sidelines of the First Intellectual
Property Forum held in Dubai yesterday in partnership with the Dubai Economic Council. He said Dubai is a pioneer in the
administrative process through a body called the Dubai Customs Intellectual Property Rights Administration.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Thu, Dec 12 2013 Publication Name: Gulf News

Region: United Arab Emirates Section: Business

Language: English Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 4

Ad Value: $4,695 Circulation 109,905

PR Value: $16,433 Opp. To See: 219,810



Dubai must clean up "fake goods" reputation

Dubai must work to clean up its reputation as one of the world’s worst contributors to the multi-billion dollar counterfeit goods
industry, a local expert has warned ahead of a two-day forum to discuss the “serious” issue. The emirate’s position as an
international trading thoroughfare had made it a major source of fake goods to places such as Europe, where the European
Union considers Dubai to be its second largest “supplier” of counterfeit products behind China. Brand Owners’ Protection Group
chairman Omar Shteiwi said while the goods were not manufactured in Dubai, the emirate had a responsibility to identify and
intercept such items when they travelled through its ports. The Brand Owners’ Protection Group and Dubai Economic Council
will host the two-day forum on Wednesday and Thursday, with participants including businesses, stakeholders and industry
experts from Asia, the Middle East, US and Europe.
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First Intellectual Property Forum to kick start tomorrow

The Organizing Committed of the First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region ,and which will debut in
Dubai tomorrow at the Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai , has completed all preparations to host the event . The event will mainly
focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related issues to attract investments and enhance the
business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business community, dignitaries, and representatives of
governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand
Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council (DEC), aims to provide an interactive
platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in various sectors, to drive strategic
dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event seeks to raise awareness among
the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs protection, particularly the protection
of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms. Official from Nestle Middle East will deliver
keynote at the Forum .
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Kingdom's oil, gas projects down to $4.2bn

The pace of awarding process for oil and gas projects in Saudi Arabia, the biggest GCC project market, declined to reach $4.2
billion (SR15.75 billion) in the first 10 months of the current year, local media said quoting a specialized report. The Gulf Region
holds enormous oil and reserves reaching 493 billion barrels, or 29.8 percent of world's reserves, the media said quoting a
report released by the British Petroleum (BP).
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Energy industry urged to invest in human capital

Prince Andrew, the Duke of York, urged the global energy community to continue investing in its human capital during his
opening address on day two of the Abu Dhabi International Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC), the region’s biggest
gas and oil event that concludes on Nov.13. Stressing the solid and long-standing relationship between the UAE and the UK in
the field of oil and gas, Prince Andrew highlighted the growing importance of platforms for energy dialogue, and ADIPEC’s
unique ability to work across the global energy spectrum. An advocate for a diversified energy mix, much of the Duke of York’s
address focused on the importance of investing in the future through the cultivation of human capital. The Duke of York toured
the exhibition floor visiting energy exhibitors including Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), Shell, British Petroleum (BP),
Abu Dhabi National Energy Company PJSC (TAQA), as well as the Scottish and UK pavilions before attending a UK business
reception at the Petroleum Club. ADIPEC 2013 is organized under the patronage of Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
President of the UAE, and supported by ADNOC, the Ministry of Energy and Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
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Mohammed bin Zayed receives oil and gas leaders participating at ADIPEC

General Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE
Armed Forces assured that the UAE leadership is paying a great attention to securing oil and gas supplies. This came during a
meeting held by Sheikh Mohammed with oil companies executives who are participating in the Abu Dhabi International
Petroleum Exhibition and Conference (ADIPEC). UAE energy minister, and top executives from Total, Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC), British Petroleum (BP) and ExxonMobil attended the meeting.
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First Intellectual Property Forum" debuts in Dubai

The First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region will debut in Dubai from 11-12 December 2013 at the
Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai. The event will mainly focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related
issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business
community, dignitaries, and representatives of governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of
IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council
(DEC), aims to provide an interactive platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in
various sectors, to drive strategic dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event
seeks to raise awareness among the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs
protection, particularly the protection of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms.
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"First Intellectual Property Forum" debuts in Dubai 11-12 December 2013

The First Intellectual Property Forum of its kind in the UAE and the region will debut in Dubai from 11-12 December 2013 at the
Jumeirah Beach Hotel, Dubai. The event will mainly focus on protection of intellectual property (IP) of trademarks and related
issues to attract investments and enhance the business environment. The two-day event will see participation from business
community, dignitaries, and representatives of governmental departments, international organizations and experts in the field of
IP. The Forum, organized by the Brand Owners' Protection Group "BPG", in strategic partnership with Dubai Economic Council
(DEC), aims to provide an interactive platform for the decision-making centers and major firms in the region which operate in
various sectors, to drive strategic dialogues on the pressing issues to intellectual property rights (IPRs). Furthermore, the event
seeks to raise awareness among the business community and stakeholders on the best global practices in the field of IPRs
protection, particularly the protection of trademarks and the application of the laws that control illegal trade of all forms.
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Maintaining spare capacity relevant?

Oil markets are faced with a riddle -- confounding the pundits. Markets are resilient -- despite the output boom in North America
and elsewhere. Why so is an intriguing question and needs to be answered -- for the continued market stability -- and in full.
OPEC's spare oil production capacity will likely rise to over 6 million b/d by 2015, the highest since the late 1980s, as fast
growing volumes of unconventional oil from non-OPEC producers lowers the need for OPEC's crude, BP said earlier this year.
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Shareholder power dominates big oil results

Oil industry shareholders sick of poor returns and worried that company bosses will waste cash on costly projects are getting
their message across, third quarter results from the industry's top players showed this week. All of the world's top investor-
controlled companies were anxious to emphasize their efforts to control spending and to play up aggressive asset sale
programs that might also finance share buybacks and dividend increases in future. The top five, Exxon Mobil, Chevron, Shell,
Total and BP have all badly underperformed the global MSCI World index this year, which is up 20.6 per cent in the year to date,
even with share buybacks already in train.
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BP sees profit drop in Q3 but raises dividend

UK oil company BP reported a 34 percent drop in third-quarter net profit, but said Wednesday it will increase its quarterly
dividend and divest another $10 billion in assets. BP blamed a drop in refining margins for the decrease in net profit to $3.5
billion in the quarter ended Sept. 30 from $5.28 billion in the same period a year earlier.
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Rosneft cuts output forecast at pivotal oil field

Rosneft has cut its output forecast for a field that is pivotal to its Asian export strategy, even as boss Igor Sechin pledges more
oil for China and seeks cash backing from Beijing to fund ambitious expansion plans and ease debt. The world's largest listed oil
company by output, Rosneft has cut the forecast for the Vankor field in East Siberia, according to a document obtained by
Reuters. The state oil major declined to comment on Vankor's future production, but said it would meet all its supply
commitments without having to divert westbound oil flows to cover the new Chinese volumes. Russian oil pipeline monopoly
Transneft and some analysts have questioned whether Rosneft has the oil to honour its long-term contracts. Output at Vankor,
which feeds in to the Eastern Siberia - Pacific Ocean (ESPO) pipeline, will only reach 23 million tonnes (462,000 barrels per
day) in 2016, according to a forecast on a regional government web site to which access was blocked. Sechin has ramped up
supply deals with China to win market share and secure up-front payments he needs to sustain both Rosneft's ambitious
exploration plans and its net debt load of 1.85 trillion roubles ($58 billion). That borrowing was swollen by the takeover of Anglo-
Russian venture TNK-BP by Rosneft, which expects to increase oil production to 4.4 million bpd over the next seven years from
4.2 million bpd this year. That will not, however, be enough to respond to breakneck growth in Chinese imports, which analysts
Woodmac say may reach 9.2 million bpd by 2020.
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OPEC's production at right level, says UAE minister

OPEC’s crude oil production is at a suitable level for the market and there is no talk of the cartel changing output when it meets
in December, UAE Energy Minister Suhail bin Mohammed Al-Mazroui said.A senior official from Angola, a fellow member of the
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), later said he shared the minister’s view on OPEC’s output target of
30 million barrels per day (bpd).OPEC, which pumps more than a third of the world’s oil, meets on Dec. 4 in Vienna to decide
whether to adjust the output target.“There is no sign or something that we can tell you today to say we are increasing or
decreasing the quota,” Al-Mazroui said in an interview in the city of Daegu, about 300km southeast of South Korea’s capital and
the venue of this week’s World Energy Congress.“But what is certain is we will ensure the market is well-supplied.”The UAE,
which will bid to host the congress in 2019, produced 2.7 million to 2.8 million bpd of crude last month, Al-Mazroui said.OPEC’s
September output was the lowest since October 2011, when the group pumped 29.81 million bpd, according to Reuters surveys,
and leaves supply a mere 70,000 bpd above its output target of 30 million bpd.OPEC again lowered the forecast demand for its
crude in the fourth quarter and 2014 in a monthly report, saying that production remains higher than next year’s expected
demand despite a plunge in Iraqi and Libyan output.Asked about current oil prices, Al-Mazroui said about $100 a barrel is “fair
and sustainable” for producers and does not harm the market.Brent crude rose above $117 in August on the disruption of Libyan
supply and the prospect of US military action against Syria. In the past four weeks, it has ranged between $107 and $112 a
barrel.On the sidelines of the World Energy Congress, Angola’s vice minister for petroleum, Anibal Silva, described current
prices as “good.”Asked about the possibility of OPEC changing the output target at its December meeting, Silva said he didn’t
think so, noting the market equilibrium at present.The UAE oil minister, meanwhile, said that his country’s production capacity
will increase to 3.5 million bpd by 2017, regardless of any delay in its oil concession process. Its current licenses expire at the
start of next year.Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC) expects to receive bids this month from companies hoping to run
the ADCO concession for decades to come. ADNOC sources have said that it will take three or four months to study the offers
and submit recommendations to the Supreme Petroleum Council.(Full Story)ADNOC holds a 60 percent controlling stake in
ADCO, while oil giants ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell, Total and BP, each hold 9.5 percent stakes.Al-Mazroui separately said
that construction of four nuclear reactors in the UAE is running to schedule. The plants are due to be operational in 2020 and the
UAE expects them to reduce its climate-warming carbon emissions by 12 million tons a year.The minister also insisted that there
are no safety concerns over the project, which was awarded to a South Korean consortium led by Korea Electric Power Corp.
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Shorter deals possible on Adco concession

The UAE’s biggest onshore oil concession, which is up for renewal next year, could include more generous terms in shorter-
tenure contracts for the international oil partners working with Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) in the 75-year
concession, analysts at the consultancy Wood Mackenzie said yesterday.Abu Dhabi Company for Onshore Oil Operations
(Adco), in which Adnoc has a 60 per cent stake with the rest held by five international oil companies, is still attractive to
international oil companies, but should offer better terms because some of its fields are maturing, according to Richard Quin, the
head of upstream research for the Middle East and North Africa at Wood Mackenzie.Currently Adco’s partners receive about
US$1 per barrel of oil produced. BP, ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell and Total have a 9.5 per cent stake in Adco, while Partex
has a 2 per cent stake in the concession.
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Iraq fights harder for Asian oil market share

Iraq is promising sweeter payment terms to oil buyers in Asia as it aims to secure a bigger share of this core market for its
growing exports, industry sources said on Monday. Competition for customers in Asia has already deepened, with Baghdad
moving aggressively on the price front early this year. It's now going a step further, offering to extend credit to oil buyers in Asia
for a further 30 days - in effect providing two months of deferred payment, industry sources say. The main targets are energy
hungry India and China. For its part, Baghdad sees an immediate return to growth - anticipating a rise of 300,000 bpd, with the
giant southern oil field of Majnoon, run by Royal Dutch Shell, providing a big part of that. Iraq signed a series of service
contracts with major oil companies such as Shell, BP, ExxonMobil and Total at the end of 2009 to develop its oilfields, neglected
for decades due to wars and sanctions. The new southern oil will push Basra Light exports back to 2.3 million bpd, according to
Iraqi oil officials. But oil traders expect ongoing work at the southern Basra Oil Terminal to restrict Basra Light rates to around 2
million bpd this month. SOMO has meanwhile asked customers for their volume nominations for 2014 supply contracts by mid
October, with a view to finalizing talks in mid-November.
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Taqa's UK oil output rebounds to record levels after shutdown

A North Sea oil platform owned by Abu Dhabi National Energy Company, known as Taqa, is back on stream and helping the
company to record production levels, it was reported yesterday. Leaks in January and March at the Cormorant Alpha led to a
drop in production as well as a temporary shutdown of the Brent Pipeline System, which carries about 10 per cent of the United
Kingdom’s total oil production. In June it completed its acquisition of BP’s assets in the North Sea, increasing its global oil output
by a third.
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Adnoc set to upgrade exploration, output

The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, or Adnoc, seeks to constantly upgrade its exploration, production and refining
infrastructure, its director-general Abdulla Nasser Al Suwaidi said. “Crude oil output is expected to rise to 3.5 million barrels of oil
per day by 2017,” he said in an interview on the sidelines of the fourth edition of Oil &amp; Gas Year Abu Dhabi 2013, which
was launched in the capital on Tuesday evening. Abu Dhabi has the world’s seventh largest oil and gas reserves and its
hydrocarbons wealth has given it a GDP per capita of $109,000. At the Oil &amp; Gas Year Abu Dhabi 2013, Al Suwaidi, said
the emirate would not rest on its laurels. In the gas industry, Abu Dhabi was able to successfully overcome the challenges
related to developing the first unconventional sour gas field, he said. Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Development,
Emirates Palace, PricewaterhouseCoopers, BP, Total, Shell are highlighted within the report.
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Shale gas changes energy map

Shale gas has started changing the world energy map. According to experts, the rules of the energy game will be changed as
per the new rules of the shale gas. A recently-released report by British Petroleum Company (BP) expects that the shale gas
boom seen in the USA will be seen in other countries in the world.
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BPG Group opens new office in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the Mena region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai on September 10th. The new office was formally opened Vikram Sakhuja, the Global
CEO of Maxus Worldwide, WPP's fastest growing media asset management company, Cohn &amp; Wolfe EMEA Managing
Director Scott Wilson WPP's Award winning PR Agency Cohn &amp; Wolfe and BPG Group CEO Avi Bhojani.
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Egypt owes foreign oil companies $6 billion: PM

Egypt is close to agreeing a schedule for repaying $6 billion in outstanding debt to foreign oil companies, Prime Minister Hazem
El-Beblawi said in a newspaper interview published on Thursday. Beblawi also told Al Masry Al Youm that reaching an
agreement would lead to a rise in investments from the companies to $15 billion within two years. Financial disclosures by firms,
including BP PLC, BG Group, Apache, Edison SpA and TransGlobe Energy, show Egypt owed them more than $5.2 billion at
the end of 2012. Hisham Ramez told the Al-Arabiya television network the money would stay in the central bank for five years. A
political crisis that began when the army overthrew president Mohamed Morsi on July 3 has hammered Egypt's economy.
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BPG Group Officially Opens New-Look Office Space in Dubai..

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai. The new contemporary looking offices are on the 4th Floor of the MAF Tower, Deira
City Centre consolidating the Group's businesses into one location to enable ever closer integration and enhanced service
delivery for its clients.
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BPG Group opens new-look office space in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the established and respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region, inaugurated
its new office space in Dubai.
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BPG Group Officially Opens New-Look Office Space in Dubai

The BPG Group, one of the longest established and most respected integrated communications companies in the MENA region,
inaugurated its new office space in Dubai. The new contemporary looking offices are on the 4th Floor of the MAF Tower, Deira
City Centre consolidating the Group's businesses into one location to enable ever closer integration and enhanced service
delivery for its clients.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Wed, Sep 11 2013 Publication Name: Al Bayan

Region: United Arab Emirates Section: BUSINESS

Language: Arabic Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 8

Ad Value: $849 Circulation 104,550

PR Value: $2,973 Opp. To See: 209,100



British Petroleum personnel to return to Algeria soon

The personnel of Oil Company British Petroleum (BP) "will return shortly to Algeria," UK Ambassador Martyn Roper said. The
ambassador didn't fix a date for returning but he said that it will be very soon. Personnel from BP and Statoil companies left
Algeria after a terrorist attack against a gas facility owned by BP, Statoil and Sonatrach at In Amenas last January.
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Egypt: gas discovery in Delta refreshes hopes

BP Egypt announced on Saturday a significant gas discovery in Salamat well which is the first well in the North Damietta
Offshore Concession granted in February 2010 and operated by BP. “The wire longs, fluid samples and pressure data confirmed
the presence of gas and condensate in 38m net of Oligocene sands in Salamat” BP said in a statement. The deepwater
exploration well which is the deepest well in Nile Delta, was drilled using the 6th generation semi-submersible rig “Maersk
Discoverer” at water depth of 649 meters reaching a total depth of around 7000 meters.
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US sets shrimp duties on 5 countries

The US Commerce Department set final duties on billions of dollars of shrimp from four Asian countries and Ecuador to offset
foreign government subsidies, but spared major suppliers Thailand and Indonesia from the import tax.The Coalition of Shrimp
Industries, representing shrimp fishermen and processors in several southern US states, filed a petition last year asking the
federal government for import relief. The group said it was satisfied with the decision, despite the exclusion of two big exporters.
In addition, shrimp processors and fisherman hurt by the 2010 BP oil spill have received more than $118 million in
compensation for lost income and stand to receive much more as a result of a proposed settlement agreement, said Warren
Connelly of the Akin Gump law firm
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Three years in the job and BP's chief can take plaudits

In a few days Bob Dudley, BP's chief executive, will be celebrating three years in the job. How has the company fared so far
under the stewardship of the 57-year-old New Yorker? Back in the summer of 2010, you might be forgiven for thinking BP was
locked in a cycle of crises that would lead ultimately to its collapse. There were serious doubts about its ability to recover from
multiple disasters in the environmental and corporate arenas. It's worth pointing out early on that Mr Dudley appears to have
banished the atmosphere of impending doom that hung over BP back then, and made the British oil giant look like a normal
company again. One facing challenges, of course, but not one about to sink beneath the weight of these issues.
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Flimsy Defence?

Hygiene has always been a big motivator in the home care segment. Consumers are universally receptive to household
cleaning and laundry products that explicitly advertise their antibacterial benefits and, consequently, there has been increased
competition in the market. While anti-bacterial wipes have satis fied a need for speed and convenience at home, manufacturers
have also been expanding into the professional health care sector - as well as introducing new innovations, such as foaming
and eco-friendly versions of wipes. Clorox Healthcare Bleach Germicidal Wipes are said to be more trusted by hospitals than
any other bleach wipe for killing C difficile spores. They are also said to be effective against 51 microorganisms, including
norovirus and TB, in three minutes or less. The wipes market has evolved and reports suggest that household and personal
care wipes have now taken over the market as the biggest sellers. But, although their case has grown in strength, it hasn't
eroded the place of liquid bleach in the Middle East market, according to experts Ghina Marouf, manager for digital media at
BPG Maxus, which handles SC Johnson, says: "I don't think that they have replaced each other, I think that they have expanded
the usage per brand."
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Downwardly Mobile

Mobile advertising in the region will rise significantly in Q2 this year and continue into 2014. That is according to insights from
local and regional brands, and the findings of a new report Technology, Media and Telecommunications Prediction 2013 Middle
East from Deloitte Middle East, supported by The BPG Group.
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Britain doubles north England shale gas estimate

Britain doubled its estimate of shale gas resources in the north of England, renewing hopes of reducing its growing reliance on
imports, but the government said shale explorers would have to share revenues with local communities.  The latest estimate
indicates shale gas could transform the UK energy market, even though typically only 10 to 15 percent of shale gas in place is
recoverable. It compares with British consumption of 2.76 trillion cubic feet last year, according to BP. "Today's news from the
Geological Survey confirms 1,300 trillion cubic feet of (shale resources), which is double previous estimates," Chief Secretary to
the Treasury Danny Alexander told parliament.
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Britain boosts estimate of shale gas resources

Britain on Thursday boosted its estimate of shale gas resources in the north of England, renewing government hopes that new
supplies could reduce growing dependence on foreign imports. A report by the British Geological Survey (BGS) estimates there
is 1,300 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas in rocks in the so-called Bowland shale area, which could transform the country’s energy
market. Britain consumed 2.76 trillion cubic feet of gas last year, according to BP, implying that shale reserves could cover
decades of domestic gas demand if all of the gas could be extracted, which is extremely unlikely. “Today’s news from the
Geological Survey confirms 1,300 trillion cubic feet of (shale resources), which is double previous estimates,” Chief Secretary to
the Treasury Danny Alexander told parliament. Big resources, however, do not always translate into new energy supplies. Initial
excitement about Poland’s shale resources, for example, has been tempered after early drilling suggested extraction would be
tough and downgrades to initial estimates of volumes of gas in place, prompting US major Exxon Mobil Corp to quit the country.
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Sterling Parfums &amp; Musafir.com sign up BPG Maxus for media planning

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, has announced that it has signed up with Sterling Parfums,
one of the leading fragrance brands offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com “ UAE's first
premium-experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements.
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Sterling Parfums, Musafir.com sign up BMW maxus for media planning

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, has announced that it has signed up with Sterling Parfums, a
major fragrance brand, offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com, UAE's first premium-
experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements. The contracts came into effect immediately,
and the first media engagements have already taken off for both Sterling and Musafir.com.
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Sterling parfums &amp; Musafir.com sign up BPG Maxus for media planning, buying

BPG Maxus, a member of Group M and WPP worldwide network, yesterday announced that it has signed up with Sterling
Parfums, one of the leading fragrance brands offering a wide range of cosmetics and Oriental fragrances, and Musafir.com -
UAE's first premium-experience travel website, to handle their media planning and buying requirements.  Sterling Pafums, which
has created an enviable reputation with brands like ARMAF and ESTIARA, reiterated that the decision to sign up BPG Maxus
was aimed at enhancing awareness and visibility of its brands through media.
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BP eyes Russia’s shale oil reserves

BP Chief Executive Bob Dudley said the British major would look at direct participation in "really difficult" Russian onshore oil
ventures with Rosneft, which already has an exploration deal with ExxonMobil. Rosneft confirmed at an annual general meeting
yesterday that Dudley would have a seat on its board after BP's acquisition of a 20 percent stake earlier this year. That deal
drew objections from BP's partners in venture TNK-BP, ultimately triggering BP's exit and its tie-up with Rosneft, but ExxonMobil
had already snatched the acreage sought by BP in the Kara Sea, then further parcels in the Laptev Sea earlier this year. BP
would look to deploy its own skills and technology, including waterflood management technology, as part of a potential deal for
direct participation in an exploration or production venture with Rosneft.
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BP classes Iran as world’s number one gas reserves holder

The UK-based energy giant, BP, has slashed its global natural gas reserves estimate for the first time in decades, sharply
dropping Russia's classified holdings and placing Iran at the top of the world's gas-rich countries. In its Statistical Review of
World Energy released on Wednesday, the BP classed Iran as the world’s top gas reserves holder with 33.6 trillion cubic
meters.  The company downgraded Russia’s reserves estimate to 32.9 trillion cubic meters from 44.6 trillion cubic meters in last
year's report, putting global proven gas reserves at 187.3 trillion cubic meters as of the end of 2012.
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Global proven oil reserves to maintain output for 53 years

Oil major BP cut its global natural gas reserves estimate for the first time in decades, revising Russia's still classified holdings
down sharply and putting Iran at the top of the world league table, it said in Statistical Reviewof World Energy June 2013
released Wednesday. BP put global proven gas reserves at 187.3 trillion cubic meters as of the end of 2012, enough for about
56 years of global production at current rates. In its report a year earlier, BP had revised global oil reserves sharply higher, citing
new technology that made heavy crude grades in Canada and Venezuela economically profitable to extract. BP upgraded
reserves for both Iran and Iraq by several billion barrels and kept them at their No.3 and 4 global spots, respectively. Venezuela
and Saudi Arabia kept their first and second places with no major revisions over the year. BP's chief economist, Christof Ruhl,
said at a news conference the company decided this year to adjust its estimates for the former Soviet Union, including Russia,
where data on reserves is classified. In its review, BP also steeply downgraded Turkmenistan's reserves to 17.5 trillion from 24.3
trillion and cut its reserves estimates for Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan.
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Arabic digital content key to internet penetration

The evolution of global communications has led to a new digital era and, soon, a new global economy, making digital content an
essential part of the media as well as the social and corporate landscape. However, this evolution has created a challenge in the
Middle East. Although Arabic is the fifth largest spoken language in the world with over 350 million speakers, only 65 million of
these are actually internet users. This relatively small amount is not enough to support the creation of Arabic digital content, and
this has consequently impaired internet penetration in the Arab world. Various initiatives have been launched by both public and
private institutions throughout the region to encourage Arab youth to develop online content in their mother tongue: from the
creation of communities in Cairo and Beirut, the translation of academic publications in King Abdulaziz University, to university
students’ training in Jordan and the month-long ‘Arabic Web Days’ initiative launched in partnership with TED, Twitter,
Wikipedia, Soundcloud and Al Arabiya. In February 2013, the French government made the first deal of its kind with Google.
This deal was designed to support French publications and news organisations by increasing their online advertising revenue
alongside an investment of €60 million (Dh292.43 million) to finance the digital publishing of French content. Meanwhile, The
writer is the strategic planning head at BPG Group.
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BPG Maxus appoints new associate media director

Media-buying firm BPG Maxus, part of WPP, has announced the appointment of Zeeshan Ali Merchant as associate media
director.
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Brief news

BP: Global demand for energy slows.
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The student pioneers of the 1970s

"I remember it very clearly, I arrived with my suitcase in May 1979 and was met by the BP training manager, Bill Simpson."He
welcomed me very patiently and said, 'Adel your training starts now. Take this £10 note and buy us two single tube tickets from
Heathrow to Liverpool Street.' That was my first time on the tube."Adel Alkaff Al Hashmi, now 52, was one of dozens of Emirati
students sent to the UK in the 1970s and 1980s when local universities were still very new.Mainly oil and gas workers, they were
sent straight from school, some aged just 17 and 18, to study at British colleges before returning home to work in some of the
country's largest - and now most successful - companies.The UAE companies had contacts at the British institutions and BP,
who helped them to settle in. Each one was given a list of families prepared to host foreign students, and then left to their own
devices.At precisely 1.15pm every Tuesday, Abbas Al Khoori would take his sandwich to his Ford Capri, which was parked
outside his workplace, and sit alone eating lunch.He was sent to Britain by the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company, which paid him
a stipend to live on."I remember one time I came back in a taxi from Abu Dhabi airport and I couldn't find my house because it
had changed so much.
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Oil markets oversupplied buoyed by US shale boom

The global oil market remains currently oversupplied helped by “staggering” US production gains which are eating into the
demand for OPEC’s oil, according to BP’s chief economist Christof Ruhl. Booming volumes of unconventional light, tight oil
output from the US are forcing OPEC to consider idling more of its production capacity in order to prop up oil prices, Ruhl said
late Thursday. “The production numbers for the US are quite staggering, so far they have always surprised to the upside,” Ruhl
said on the sidelines of a conference organized by Columbia University’s Center on Global Energy Policy. The US will surpass
Saudi Arabia this year as the world’s biggest producer of oil and biofuels combined, a title that the OPEC kingpin will likely only
regain in 15 years time, BP has said. Driven by shale oil supplies from the US, global shale oil production could rise to reach 14
million b/d by 2035, or 12 percent of the world’s total oil supply, accountants PwC estimated earlier this year. OPEC, which
opted last week to hold its output ceiling steady at 30.5 million b/d, is currently producing 1.8 million b/d more than the global
“call” for its oil, according to the latest monthly estimates by the International Energy Agency. Brent oil prices were trading just
above $104/barrel in London Friday, some 13 percent lower than a recent high of more than $119/b in early February.
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Reliance to invest $ 26 billion over three years

Indian conglomerate Reliance Industries Ltd. will spend more than $ 26 billion across its businesses over three years, it said,
giving few details of plans for its long-anticipated launch of 4G telecommunications services. Reliance, India’s fourth-largest
company by market value, has been under pressure from investors worried by its slowing natural gas business and its drive into
consumer sectors such as telecoms and retail. Reliance is making investments exceeding 1.5 trillion rupees ($ 26.4 billion)
across its five business areas — energy exploration and production, petroleum refining and marketing, petrochemicals, retail,
and 4G, Ambani said. Referring to the gas discovery that Reliance, along with partners BP and Niko Resources Ltd, announced
last month in the KG-D6 block off India’s east coast, Ambani said more prospects have been lined up for exploration drilling over
the next few quarters.
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Q: Is mobile advertising dead ?

Mobile advertising seems to have only scratched the surface in the Middle East, according to a report by Deloitte and the BPG
Group. The report, Technology Media &amp; Telecommunications Predictions 2013 Middle East, shows digital advertising in the
region accounted for just 6 percent of the total advertising spend last year, although both Deloitte and BPG expect mobile
advertising in the region to increase significantly in the second half of this year and into 2014.
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Quartet heads into Midnight League

The four sides with unbeaten records in the Mid-night League are all set to put them on the the line this weekend in week three
of the tournament at the ICC Academy at Dubai Sports City. Dubai Lions with two victories so far, come up against the much-
fancied Danube on tonight and the table-topping BPG Group 24 hours later as the race for places in the finals intensifies.
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OMV sells 9% Nabucco stake to GDF Suez

OMV, the Austrian oil company part-owned by Abu Dhabi, has sold a stake of around 9 per cent in the Nabucco West gas
pipeline project to France’s GDF Suez. The sale of the project intended to ship Caspian Sea gas to Europe adds a sixth partner
to the consortium.The pipeline aims to bring as much as 31 billion cubic metres (1 trillion cubic feet) of natural gas a year to
Austria via Turkey and south eastern Europe by 2017. The Shah Deniz consortium, led by BP and the Azeri state energy firm
Socar, has said it will decide next month whether to select Nabucco West or the rival Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) project to
transport its gas to Europe. The building of a pipeline is key to Europe’s aim of reducing its dependence on Russian gas, and
also to Azerbaijan’s aim of diversifying its markets. OMV gave no financial details for the GDF deal, which it said was subject to
certain conditions and was expected to take place in the second half of this year.
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Al Mazrouei: current oil prices don't threaten economic growth

Current oil prices are “suitable and fair,” said Suhail Mohammed Al Mazrouei, the U.A.E.’s energy minister. This comment came
before the minister traveling to Vienna to attend the OPEC meeting which will be held during May 28-30, 2013. The minister said
that OPEC policy depends on meeting the market needs. The application of new techniques for extracting hydrocarbons, that
were previously not economical, is changing the rules of game for global oil and gas, particularly in the US. QNB Group explains
that not only will the US soon become a net exporter of gas, it is also likely to eventually become self-sufficient in oil. BP is even
more optimistic, forecasting that US tight oil production will increase by 2.8m b/d by 2020.
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Brief news

BP to invest $2.85 bn in Iraq oil fields.
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EU raids oil majors for collusion on price

BUSINESSES make money — none dare deny. That is the reason, the objective for their existence. However, governmental
agencies and public representatives tend to oversee the entire process, keep an eye, so as to ensure that overall public
interests are not ignored in the process. A balance between the two competing ends needs to be achieved, for the sake of the
society, even economists with fervor for the capitalistic mode of economy, concede and agree. And it was in this very
perspective last week, that in the biggest cross-border action since the probe into rigging of Libor benchmark interest rates, the
European Commission raided the offices of oil majors Statoil, Royal Dutch Shell and BP, and interestingly, the London bureau of
pricing agency Platts.
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Oil firms seek new terms in Iraq

International oil companies in Iraq are negotiating to revise their contracts with the government, as new production targets
undermine the profitability of their operations. Iraq's government earlier this year revised down its national oil output targets to
9.5 million barrels per day (bpd) by 2020, up from about 3 million bpd today, as part of a new blueprint for the development of its
energy sector. BP is the lead operator at the Rumaila super major field near Basra, where production stands at 1.4 million bpd.
Chevron and Total have also signed oil contracts with the Kurdish Regional Government, which are more generous than the
TSAs, and tensions between Exxon and Baghdad have escalated to the extent that the oil major is looking to sell its stake in
West Qurna 2.
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Study: Most shipwrecks a minor US pollution threat

Shipwrecks lying deep off America’s coasts are more often historical artifacts than present-day threats from leaking old oil tanks,
a new federal report says.While 87 of the ships — most sunk during World War II by German submarines — have the potential
to leak tens of millions of gallons of oil, the report issued Monday concludes that “the scope of the problem is much more
manageable than initially feared.” “Our coastlines are not littered with ‘ticking time bombs,’” government scientists wrote. They
note that only six of the 87 are likely to be serious enough to be disasters to local economies and coastlines, the report said. The
overall picture, though, is not as bad as expected. The potential for pollution from the 87 shipwrecks is less than half the 200
million gallons the BP well spewed into the Gulf of Mexico in 2010 in that disaster, agency officials calculate.
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BPG Cohn &amp; Wolfe sets out regional expansion strategy

The newly created agency BPG Cohn &amp; Wolfe is looking to expand its regional footprint now that the company has the
backing of the US-based Cohn &amp; Wolfe communications agency. Last week Cohn &amp; Wolfe, which is wholly owned by
the UK-based agency WPP, completed the acquisition of a minority stake in BPG PR, part of the BPG Group based in Dubai.
WPP also has a 40 per cent stake in BPG Group. BPG Group lists Rolls-Royce, Visa International, Masafi, Al Shaya Group and
Jumbo Electronics among its clients.
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Oil tender delay plan rejected

Abu Dhabi's Supreme Petroleum Council (SPC) has rejected a proposal to extend the emirate's onshore concession by a year,
allowing only a few months to evaluate bids before the existing contract expires. Earlier this year Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (Adnoc) asked the SPC, the emirate's highest decision-making body for hydrocarbons policy, to extend the
concession for one year to allow enough time for a complex tender process for giant fields that have caught the eye of
companies such as Statoil and Korea National Oil Corporation. The strategy may put particular pressure on the current
operators invited to bid - ExxonMobil, Royal Dutch Shell, BP, Total - because they will not be able to count those reserves on
their books once the concession expires, said one Abu Dhabi-based oil and gas executive. For some, as much as 10 per cent of
global reserves are in the emirate.
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Appointments

Public relations agency Cicero & Bernay (C&B) has named Rouba Zeidan as managing director of its Dubai office.
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Cohn & Wolfe takes stake in BPGlpr

Global communicatios and public relations agency Cohn & Wolfe has taken a minority stake in Middle East public relations firm
BPG pr.
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Oil trading all about profit with no easy fix for the system

Raids of oil companies’ offices by European investigators in a surprise investigation into price manipulation going back as far as
2002. Immediate, outraged claims by consumer organisations. Last week’s events trigger immediate memories of great financial
frauds such as Enron or last year’s Libor scandal. The hasty assumption, aided by some sloppy journalism, is that oil companies
have been colluding to raise prices. The investigators entered the offices of Shell, BP and Statoil, as well as the price reporting
agency Platts. None of these companies has yet been accused of wrongdoing -- the suspicion is rather that traders may have
gamed the Platts system. Oil producers and users, such as refineries, use the “paper” market to hedge against the risk of price
movements. Without this, oil trade would be almost impossible, too financially risky even for the largest companies. But by taking
a loss on physical holdings -- real oil in ships or tanks -- traders could make profits on much larger paper positions.
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Private View

Opinions from Moray MacLennan CEO worldwide, M&amp;C Saatchi and Omar Christidis, founder and CEO, Arabnet about
McDonald's, King Khalid Foundation, Land Rover, Kawasaki and Volkswagen.
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Public relations agency Cicero &amp; Bernay 'C&amp;B' has named Rouba Zeidan as managing
director of its Dubai office

Zeidan, who has more than 17 years of MENA experience in the fields of public relations, marketing, event management,
journalism and publishing, will lead a team of 18 into a new era of service and expansion. BPG Maxus is the media buying arm
of the BPG Group part of WPP.
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Cohn &amp; Wolfe takes stake in BPGl pr

Global communications and public relations agency Cohn &amp; Wolfe has taken a minority stake in Middle East public
relations firm BPGl pr. The new agency, called BPGl Cohn &amp; Wolfe, is the latest move in the international company's
expansion plans to grow across the region, India and Southeast Asia. Both firms are part of the global WPP group.
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Art of getting the message across on smaller screens

Cast your mind on regional ad campaigns created for your mobile phone and that captured your immediate attention from the
first second. If you are still thinking, don't worry, there weren't any. "The smaller screen does not work against creativity but it is
actually challenging it; the daily usage of a smaller screen is drastically different from a classic laptop or a tablet," said Grégory
Bolle, strategic planning head at BPG Group.
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Adnoc aims to award rights this year

Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) hopes to complete a complex tendering process for the emirate's lucrative onshore
oilfields this year. The target is a turnaround from earlier this year, when Adnoc recommended extending its main onshore
concession for an extra year to January 2015 to allow enough time to solicit and evaluate bids. The legacy bidders - France's
Total, the UK's BP, ExxonMobil of the US and the Anglo-Dutch Shell - are competing with new entrants such as Norway's Statoil
and the US's Occidental,which have competitive technologies of their own.
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BP delays 2 major Algeria gas projects; security costs jump

BP is delaying two major Algerian gas projects as foreign energy firms seek security guarantees after a deadly Islamist attack,
and press the government to soften its investment terms. BP’s decision to review plans for the gas fields — including In Amenas
where more than 70 people died in January’s siege — complicates Algerian efforts to reverse a decline in energy output, which
accounts for 60 percent of its budget revenue. However, Chief Executive Robert Dudley made clear recently that the four-day
siege deep in the Sahara desert had affected BP’s plans. “Good progress is also being made on our planned 2014 project start-
ups although the timing of work on our In Amenas and In Salah projects in Algeria is being reassessed following the tragic
incident at In Amenas in January,” he told analysts. An industry source familiar with the plans said BP does not expect
significant new production from the fields in 2014, contrary to its initial ideas.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Fri, May 03 2013 Publication Name: Arab News

Region: Saudi Arabia Section: Economy

Language: English Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 10

Ad Value: $896 Circulation 65,000

PR Value: $3,136 Opp. To See: 130,000



Momentum builds for solar drive

For many British businesses, oil remains central to their commercial relations with the Middle East. BP, for example, is keen to
be part of the new concession for Abu Dhabi's main onshore oilfields that will be awarded as early as next year.As such, the
British government would have been keen to build on the charm offensive in support of business during the President Sheikh
Khalifa's state visit to the UK this week. Earlier, there had been other initiatives that included a trip to the UAE by the prime
minister David Cameron, and the creation of two task forces to promote trade ties with the Arabian Gulf.But the President's visit
also highlighted a new but growing element to business ties between the region and the West. Yesterday, Abu Dhabi's Masdar
signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the UK Green Investment Bank to jointly invest in British clean energy
projects. The investment dynamics swing both ways, however, as Masdar's example shows. The Mubadala subsidiary in March
inaugurated the Middle East's largest solar power plant, the Shams 1 project in Madinat Zayed. The 100 megawatt plant is a
joint venture between Masdar, France's Total and Spain's Abengoa, and it is the first time that western companies have
committed significant resources to renewable energy in the Middle East. "Despite relatively low levels of installed capacity to
date across the wind and solar sectors, the country's strong project pipeline, and activity in late 2012 in particular, indicates that
this is about to change," said the consultancy Ernst &amp; Young in a recent report on renewable energy.
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Sharing a unique history, strong ties

Since inking a peace treaty in 1820 to become a British protectorate and forging itself anew as a young independent nation in
1971 through to today’s geopolitical landscape, the United Arab Emirates and its friendship with the United Kingdom remains full
of promise, say officials on both sides of the longstanding friendship. The first royal state visit by a UAE leader in 24 years this
week is expected to further explore that promise as Queen Elizabeth II on official invitation hosts President His Highness Shaikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan at Windsor Castle for a two-day state visit beginning on Tuesday. Shaikh Khalifa’s visit marks the
first royal appearance of a UAE leader in the UK since the late Shaikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan was welcomed by the Queen
and former Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in London in 1989. Shaikh Khalifa’s two day itinerary will be full with a state
luncheon to be held at Windsor Castle as well as a meeting with Prime Minister David Cameron at 10 Downing Street. Shaikh
Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Minister for Foreign Affairs, said in an earlier statement that the historic visit will explore
unlimited future potential of the two countries. “The State Visit of His Highness, The President, at the invitation of Her Majesty
the Queen, is testament not only to the deep and historic ties between the United Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom, but
also to the immense opportunities that exist in continued cooperation between our two countries. Under the leadership of His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa, the President, the UAE is committed to further building and strengthening its bilateral relationship with
the UK on all levels, with a particular focus on trade, regional and global security and education,” he said. Both countries are
helping each other weather tougher economic conditions in the global economy through shared commitments to investments,
infrastructure and joint projects, said an embassy spokesperson. “British citizens have helped drive UAE prosperity and have
been involved in iconic projects like the Burj Khalifa and Abu Dhabi Formula One. UK oil companies, BP and Shell, have worked
with Abu Dhabi for more than 70 years,” said the spokesperson. Meanwhile, From its meteoric rise as an upstart regional carrier
in 1985 with only two planes and a $10 million (Dh36.72 million) budget to today’s largest global carrier of international
passengers replete with 200 wide-bodied aircraft, Emirates airline owes in part its remarkable growth to the UAE’s long-standing
ties with the United Kingdom, says Emirates President Tim Clark. And Emirates’ dramatic growth expected over the next five
years and beyond firmly includes the UK’s manufacturing sector as a critical ingredient in the carrier’s strategy for success.
Stability fosters confidence which in turn lends itself to foreign direct investment. “It is certainly referred to as a country that is
governed demonstrably well. The Brits look at the UAE as a model of the way that things can be done,” said Clark, a British
expatriate, who joined Emirates in 1985 following four years working as a route planner for Bahrain’s Gulf Air. The UK’s
manufacturing sector is equally important given the island nation’s signature Rolls Royce company produces the jet engines for
the Airbus A380 double decker aircraft upon which Emirates has banked heavily as a lead aircraft for the future. As the world’s
largest international carrier, Clark said the UK is paying attention to Emirates’ undeniable purchasing power. “With Boeing
included, we have $65 billion [in new aircraft] on order,” Clark said. By 2015, Emirates is expected to have taken delivery of 58
Airbus A380s and that number - barring production delays - is forecast to climb to 96 A380s by 2017, he said.
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Concession bidders to compete on technology

Cutting-edge technology is the key for maximising production in Abu Dhabi's maturing oilfields, the UAE's energy minister said
as the renewal of Abu Dhabi's largest energy concession draws near.Cutting-edge technology is the key for maximising
production in Abu Dhabi's maturing oilfields, the UAE's energy minister said as the renewal of Abu Dhabi's largest energy
concession draws near. Adnoc hopes to award the new Adco concession by next year. The current structure includes the
majors ExxonMobil, Total, Shell and BP, companies that can draw on huge technological expertise. All four are in the running for
the new concession, alongside the national oil companies of China and South Korea.
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Abramovich slips out of Russia top 10 rich list

Chelsea football club owner and superyacht enthusiast Roman Abramovich slipped out of the top 10 richest Russians in Forbes
magazine’s 2013 ranking published on Thursday. The flamboyant steel, mining, real estate and telecommunications tycoon has
lost $1.9 billion of his fortune and is now worth just $10.2 billion, putting him into 13th place in Russia and 107th in the world,
Forbes said. Russia’s number two Mikhail Fridman, a former co-owner of the TNK-BP oil company, was ranked 41st worldwide
with $16.5 billion in wealth.
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Iraq hikes oil reserves to 150 billion barrels

Iraq's oil ministry is raising its estimate for the country's proven oil reserves to 150 billion barrels, up nearly 5 percent from a
2010 estimate of 143 billion barrels. Oil Ministry spokesman Assem Jihad said the higher figures are the result of increased work
in the oil sector over the past two years. Jihad, quoted by The Associated Press, said the estimate does not include the self-
ruled Kurdish region. In a recent Reuters interview, former BP boss Tony Hayward said he expects a breakthrough soon for his
new charge Genel Energy in the impasse over Iraqi Kurdistan oil exports and is adjusting to life at the helm of a smaller but
more responsive company.  A keen sailor who raised hackles during the 2010 Gulf of Mexico spill when photographed on a boat
as oil continued to spew into the sea, Hayward invoked his hobby to describe the difference between his old and new jobs.
Leading BP was similar to being the captain of a supertanker, he said.
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Creative Licence

Celebrities these day are, indeed, multi-talented. Some not only sing well, they write songs and play instruments too. Since then,
Will.I.Am has become Intel's director of creative innovation; Marc Jacobs is Diet Coke's creative director 'exclusively for 2013'
and most recently, Alicia Keys is the resurgent BlackBerry CD. Gwen Stefani, for example,d signed limited-edition digital
cameras for HP. BPG handles Swatch Group and its brands, many of which employ celebrity endorsement in its marketing
toolkit.
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Iraq ups oil reserves estimate to 150 bn barrels

Iraq’s oil ministry is raising its estimate for the country’s proven oil reserves to 150 billion barrels, up nearly 5 percent from a
2010 estimate of 143 billion barrels. Oil Ministry spokesman Assem Jihad said the higher figures are the result of increased work
in the oil sector over the past two years. Jihad, quoted by The Associated Press, said the estimate does not include the self-
ruled Kurdish region. In a recent Reuters interview, former BP boss Tony Hayward said he expects a breakthrough soon for his
new charge Genel Energy in the impasse over Iraqi Kurdistan oil exports and is adjusting to life at the helm of a smaller but
more responsive company.
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Africa’s oil and gas frontiers top up supply

New producing countries are set to redraw sub-Saharan Africa’s oil and gas map over the next five years, contributing to a
significant net increase in output and attracting the top global companies. “The supermajors are looking at the success that
some of these companies have had, and they’re trying to get in on the ground floor, picking up the exploration acreage at an
early stage and working with that all the way up to drilling the prospects,” said Martin Kelly, WoodMac’s lead analyst on sub-
Saharan Africa. In the past couple of years, Chevron has taken up exploration blocks in Liberia and Sierra Leone, while Total
has new acreage in deep water off Kenya and deepwater blocks in Mozambique. Royal Dutch/Shell is prospecting deepwater
acreage off Tanzania with Petrobras. Exxon Mobil , Shell, and Total are all exploring off South Africa. The sub-Saharan Africa's
oil and gas map with 2011 oil and gas production is seen, sources is BP Statistical Review of World Energy.
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Companies at AUD Annual Career Fair offer job opportunities for AUD students

The Career Services Office at The American University in Dubai (AUD) organized its annual Career Fair 'Act Now: AUD Careers
Today', at the AUD Knights Arena. The event brought together the AUD community and employers, with the aim of a mutually
beneficial collaboration ensuring that market leaders employ AUD's talent. "The Career Services team dedicates their time and
expertise to establishing strong relationships with employers. As a result, the Career Fair has become a flourishing tradition that
transforms those relationships into practical, real-life experiences for our students. I support our staff and students as they
embark on this journey--one, in particular, which may change and/or determine the course of their lives for years to come," said
Mrs. Rachel Baldwin, Dean of Student Services. The objective of this annual event is to facilitate the development of
relationships between the AUD student community and employers in order to meet the dynamic needs of today's marketplace.
This year's "Act Now" consisted of 68 employers, representing multinational, regional, and local companies specializing in
Finance and Banking, Marketing, Advertising, Media, Recruitment, Engineering, Visual Communication, Graphic Design and
Information Technology. The Main Sponsors were Procter &amp; Gamble (P&amp;G) and Unilever. Support Sponsors include
Abercrombie &amp; Fitch, Akhtaboot, Dresser-Rand Field Operations Middle East, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority
(DEWA), Hewlett Packard, MBC Group, Nestlé Middle East, Olayan Financing Company, Philips Electronics, Reckitt Benckiser,
Shell, and Society of Engineers - UAE. The 2013 edition of the AUD Career Fair's Corporate Participants included: 3M Gulf, Abu
Dhabi Commercial Bank (ADCB), AMIDEAST, APCO Worldwide, Arla Foods, Bab Al Shabab, Baker Hughes, Bayt.com,
Bloomberg, BPG Group, Commercial Bank of Dubai, Curve Telecom, Dabur International, Deloitte, Department of Tourism and
Commerce, Marketing (DTCM) DP World, Dubai Economic Council, Dubai Financial Services Authority, Dubai Professional
Trading Group, Education Zone, EFS Facilities Services, Emirates Aluminium, Ernst &amp; Young, Genesis Institute, Google,
Groupon, Gulf Food Trade, Harwal Group, HSBC Bank Middle East, ICAEW Middle East, IMA Middle East, Imdaad, InternsME,
Jamboree Education, JCDecaux, Jumeirah Group, Leo Burnett, Leviton Middle East, Mashreq Bank, Michael Page, Namshi,
Nasco Dubai, Navaida Solutions &amp; Services, Noor Islamic Bank, People Pearl, Price Waterhouse Coopers (PwC), PRO
TECHnology, Road &amp; Transport Authority (RTA), Smartworld Technology Services, Samsung Gulf Electronics, Standard
Chartered Bank, ThyssenKrupp Elevator UAE, United Nations, and Wipro Infotech.
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UAE's fostering international trademarks puts it in face of counter-fighting imitation pirates

Participants at the Dubai World Conference Consumer Rights, which has concluded its activities yesterday  , have said that the
since UAE has became a center for thousands of international trademarks , this imposes ,challenges on it due to commercial
fraud and imitations. This came during the group discretion which was held yesterday on sideline of the conference and has
witnessed participation of officials from Johnson &amp; Johnson ,Nike Inc.  General Motors Global Security  , Brand Owner’s
Protection Group and   Department of Economic Development in Dubai (DED) as well as others , whereby a recent survey by
CB Richard Ellis has showed that Dubai attracts 82% of luxurious trademarks and brand names , after Hong Kong which comes
in first place .
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Conference for Consuper rights discusses danger of fake products

The Dubai World Conference for Consumer Rights wrapped up yesterday in the World Trade Centre. The closing day sessions
have discussed the danger of fake products. Among key speakers in the sessions were Director of trademarks protection in
Nike, Director of trademarks protection in General Motors and others. Mohammed Lootah, Deputy CEO of The Commercial
Compliance and Consumer Protection, Department of Economic Development said the department benefits from expertise of
foreign states in consumer protection.
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Brand-owners demand more action against counterfeits

More needs to be done by law enforcement authorities to combat counterfeiting and its links to organised crime, say brand-
owners.Leading a panel discussion at the Dubai World Conference for Consumer Rights on Wednesday, Omar Shteiwi, chair of
Brand Owner’s Protection Group, GCC-Yemen, and head of legal compliance and corporate governance for Nestle Middle East
FZW, said law enforcement authorities needed to recognise counterfeiting was not a “soft trade.” General Motors global brand
protection manager Scott Emmer said counterfeiting was often seen as low priority. The UAE was a growing economy with 13
million containers entering Jebel Ali Free Zone every year, and while there were counterfeiting laws, customs did not inspect
enough containers, and penalties were too few and not harsh enough, he said.“There’s still a lack of awareness in the minds of
law enforcers, authorities and the public. We need to educate (them) that this is a crime that might kill you or your child or
family… if you’re talking about medicine, food and beverages.” Richard Rademan, Nike brand protection director for CEE and
Middle East, said a matter may lie in an office for months before anything was done. Ibrahim Bahzad from the Department of
Economic Development (DED) agreed that the UAE had to update laws and regulations to combat counterfeiters, who were
often viewed with compassion by society as “innocents” despite being organised and operating like “gangs”.
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Adnoc awards $2.4bn Sarb contracts

The first oilfield to be developed in Abu Dhabi without foreign shareholders is moving ahead with US$2.4 billion (Dh8.81bn) in
contracts awarded, including plans for falcon-shaped islands.Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (Adnoc) holds a 100 per cent
interest in the Sarb development, unlike at other fields in the emirate where it retains a 60 per cent majority and spreads the risk
and capital investment among the emirate and its foreign partners.Abu Dhabi Marine Operating Company (Adma), which is
carrying out the work for Adnoc, yesterday announced it had awarded a $1.89bn contract to Hyundai Engineering &amp;
Construction and a separate $515.4 million package to Petrofac to develop the Satah Al Razboot field. Sarb originally fell under
the Adma offshore concession, whose shareholders include BP, Total and Japan Oil Development, but with that contract
expiring in 2018, international oil companies have little time to reap the returns of their investment. The islands will serve as
bases for drilling and eliminate the need for offshore rigs - a technique being tested at the Upper Zakum field by ExxonMobil.
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Laws in the UAE are not enough to fight counterfeit goods

The Council of Trademark Owners in the UAE has asked to intensify penalties against individuals or companies that import
counterfeit goods into the UAE. The council chairman Omar Shteiwi affirmed that the current laws in the UAE are not enough to
fight counterfeit goods.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as Media Buying Unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram, global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across 197 countries
and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the service almost
everywhere.
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Country's youth stand to benefit

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration Operating Company Ltd, have announced an AED 3.4
million partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the country. BP became a
supporter of the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP with extend its
support for the Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015.
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE sign AED 3.4 million partnership agreement for  Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration '&amp;' Operating Company Ltd, announced a 3.4 million
dirham partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE.BP became a supporter of
the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE Sign a 3.4 million Dirham Partnership Agreement for Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, a philanthropic organisation established by the Government of Abu Dhabi,
and BP Exploration &amp; Operating Company Ltd, the international energy company, announced a 3.4 million dirham
partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE. BP became a supporter of the
Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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Emirates Foundation and BP UAE sign AED 3.4 million partnership agreement for Youth
Development

The Emirates Foundation for Youth Development, and BP Exploration '&amp;' Operating Company Ltd, announced a 3.4 million
dirham partnership agreement aimed to support youth development programmes throughout the UAE.BP became a supporter of
the Emirates Foundation soon after it was established in 2005. Under this new agreement, BP will extend its support for the
Emirates Foundation's overall programme portfolio to the end of 2015. These programmes aim to help young people to
contribute to the nation's long-term progress and sustainability through schemes focusing on leadership and empowerment,
social inclusion and community engagement. Commenting at the signing, AbdulKarim Al Mazmi, General Manager and Chief
Representative for BP UAE said, "Our long-standing partnership with the Emirates Foundation is about BP supporting the
country's vision of inspiring, empowering and guiding the youth of the UAE to ensure a sustainable future for the nation. We are
very supportive of Abu Dhabi 2030 plan and very proud of our association with the Emirates Foundation".
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere.
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MoneyGram chooses BPG Maxus as media buying unit

BPG Maxus, member of Group m and WPP worldwide network, have added another reputable name to their portfolio.
MoneyGram is the leading global money transfer company that provides a secure way to send and receive money from across
197 countries and territories. With an impressive number of 310,000 agent locations all over the world, customers can enjoy the
service almost everywhere. Ananth Srivatsa, Director of Marketing Middle East and South Asia for MoneyGram, is looking
forward to working with BPG Maxus.
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BP’s trading unit under scrutiny as earnings drop

BP's oil trading division, the alma mater for a generation of the world's top traders and a former cash-generating machine, is
under greater scrutiny after becoming a weak link for the oil major. The company says the unit, which once generated a tenth of
profits, was responsible for its failure to fully deliver on a pledge to improve performance at its refining division.
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London 2012 Paralympic Games

Under the sponsorship of H.H Sheikh Nahyan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Sports Council, members of
UAE Disabled Sports Club will be honored today at Emirates Palace in Abu Dhabi after participating in the London 2012
Paralympic Games. He thanked all sponsors: Etisalat, Emaar, National Bank of Abu Dhabi, Mubadala, ADNOC, Awqaf and
Minors Affairs Foundation, Dubai Department of Tourism and Commerce Marketing (DTCM), Dubai Electricity and Water
Authority (DEWA), Emirates, BP..
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Saudi king Abdullah performs funeral prayers on Prince Sattam

Saudi King Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz performed Wednesday the funeral prayer in Riyadh on the soul of Prince Sattam bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud, Governor of Riyadh Region, who died Tuesday at the age of 72.The prayer was led by the Kingdom's Mufti
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al al-Shiekh, also the Chairman of the Senior Ulema Commission, Religious Research
Department and Ifta.Several national and international dignitaries also attended the funeral. International figures include Sheikh
Nasser al-Mohammed Al-Sabah, representative of Emir of Kuwait; Prince Talal bin Mohammed, Advisor to the Jordanian King;
Saad Al-Hariri, former Lebanese Prime Minister; princes, ministers, senior officials, a number of accredited ambassadors to the
Kingdom and a group of citizens.
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Sakhuja faces Maxus global challenge

Just over six months ago, Vikram Sakhuja's phone rang.
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5000 fake electrical bulbs seizes

The Department of Economic Development in Dubai (DED) has fined 10 commercial stores for promoting for fake light bulbs of
"Philips" brand. It has confiscated 5000 electrical light bulbs and some other accessories.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Tue, Jan 22 2013 Publication Name: Al Emarat Al Youm -

Region: United Arab Emirates Section: business

Language: Arabic Type: Newspaper

Frequency: Morning Page No: 16, 17

Ad Value: $3,976 Circulation 80,000

PR Value: $13,916 Opp. To See: 160,000





15 charred bodies found at besieged Algerian gas plant

Algerian special forces yesterday found 15 burned bodies at a desert gas plant raided by Al-Qaeda-linked fighters, two days
after the army launched an assault to free hostages being held there by the hard-liners, a source familiar with the crisis said.
Efforts were underway to identify the bodies, the source told Reuters. It was not clear how they had died. The number and fate
of those involved — hostages alive or dead as well as fighters — has yet to be confirmed, with the Algerian government keeping
officials from Western countries far from the site where their countrymen were in peril. US Defense Secretary Leon Panetta said
the US is working with the British and Algerian governments to assess what’s happening on the ground.Speaking at Kings
College in London, Panetta said the US is “working around the clock to ensure the safe return of our citizens.” Panetta said the
terrorists should be on notice that they’ll find no sanctuary in Algeria or North Africa. He says anyone who looks to attack the US
will have “no place to hide.” Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe yesterday ordered his government to do everything possible to
ensure the safety of 10 Japanese unaccounted for. “This Algerian incident is extremely despicable and can never be forgiven.”
Meanwhile, an Algerian man who escaped from gunmen told AFP yesterday his captors spoke in different Arabic dialects and
also in English. “I saw five inside the plant, but I don’t know how many others were outside,” said Iba El Haza, a driver at the BP
gas plant near the Libyan border, of his captors. “From their accents I understood one was Egyptian, one Tunisian, another
Algerian and one was speaking English or a foreign language.”
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Reliance Industries profit up 24%

India’s largest private firm Reliance Industries reported a surprise 24 percent rise in quarterly net profit as higher refining
margins offset slowing output from offshore fields. Reliance, controlled by India’s wealthiest man Mukesh Ambani, said net profit
for the financial third quarter jumped to 55.02 billion rupees ($ 1.02 billion), from 44.4 billion rupees in the same period a year
earlier. Turnover climbed 10 percent to 963 billion rupees for the quarter, a statement said. The earnings overshot analysts’
expectations of a 50-billion-rupee profit and snapped four consecutive quarters of declines. “Our performance improved this
quarter with margin expansion in petrochemicals and record earnings in the refining business,” Ambani said. Analysts have
been concerned in recent months about Reliance’s ability to raise gas production from its blocks off India’s east coast. In the first
nine months of the fiscal year from April to December, crude oil production from Reliance’s main oilfield KG-D6 slid 40 percent
year-on-year to 2.3 million barrels of crude oil. Natural gas production tumbled 37 percent to 275 billion cubic feet from April to
December over levels a year earlier. “This reduction was due to reservoir complexity and natural decline,” the company said. But
countering the output decline, Reliance’s gross refining margins rose in the third quarter to $ 9.60 a barrel from $6.80 a year
earlier. In 2011, British energy giant BP paid $7.2 billion to acquire a 30 percent stake in 21 of Reliance’s oil and gas fields.
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France, rebels in close-quarter fight

French troops and Islamist rebels Mali engaged in close combat yesterday. After days of airstrikes on Islamist positions in the
territory they have occupied since April, French and Malian troops battled the rebels in the small town of Diabaly, some 400
kilometres north of Bamako. Meanwhile in Algeria state media said that one person had been killed and seven wounded, two of
them foreigners, in an attack on a British oil giant BP field in Amenas, in the Sahara desert. AFP quoted an Al-Qaeda members
from northern Mali claiming the responsibility of the attack.
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Ad spending fired up by surge in realty, retailing

A feel-good factor was clearly at work as the UAE retained its ranking as the top advertising market in the region for 2012 with
some ease, with an ad spend totalling $1.58 billion (Dhs5.80 billion) against $1.44 billion in 2011. "In the UAE, DSF 2013 has
got off to a better than expected start and the real estate sector has once again seen the market maker, Emaar, sell off-plan
premium hotel apartments in a matter of minutes," said Avi Bhojani, chief executive officer of BPG Group.
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Lights, camera... Oops!

When Lebanese celebrity singer Najwa Karam declared she'd count Hitler among her "ideal men" on Talk pf the Town, a
popular TV show in Lebanon, little did she know it would cost her the tittle of brand ambassador for L'Oreal Middle East, and
millions of dollars in remuneration.

Related Keywords: BPG

Locator Publication Date: Sun, Jan 06 2013 Publication Name: Communicate

Region: United Arab Emirates Section: General

Language: English Type: Magazine

Frequency: Monthly Page No: 23,24,25,28

Ad Value: $36,202 Circulation 9,314

PR Value: $126,707 Opp. To See: 18,628









Social tools and brand loyalty

The advance of the digital age, cable television and the phenomenon of social media provide individuals with more readily
accessible and faster access to brands than ever before. But does greater exposure — and peer pressure especially from
Twitter feeds and Facebook friends — actually lead to changing brand behaviour?  — The writer is the general manager of BPG
Public Relations.
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